
Our Mission Statement: To GATHER as God’s family, To GROW in Grace,  
  To GO in Faith, Love & Service 

THE TIDINGS: A monthly Newsletter for Family & Friends of Beaver Valley -  October 2026 

OCTOBER - NEWS 
Worship  - Sundays, 9:30 am 

Coffee Hour – Sundays, 10:35 am 

BVLC KIDS – Sundays, 10:35 am 

The Bible Study – Tuesdays, 6:30 pm 

Wednesday Worship in the Fellowship Hall – Wednesdays, 6:15 pm 

(We will be outside as long as the weather cooperates) 

God Squad – Wednesdays, 6:45 pm 

Confirmation & Sr High Youth – Wednesdays, 6:45 pm 

Adult Choir - Wednesdays, 6:45 pm 

The Chosen Bible Study – Thursdays, 6:00 pm 

Christian Education Committee Meeting – Thursday, October 1st,  5:30 pm 

Men’s Breakfast – Saturday, October 3rd  – 7:00 am BVLC Fellowship Hall 

Church Council Meeting – Thursday, October 8th  - 6:30 pm 

Jr/Sr High /lock-In – Friday, October 9th – 6:30 pm 

New Horizon’s Band, Ice Cream Social & Cookie Bake Off – Saturday October 10 – 1:00 PM 

Music & Worship Committee Meeting – Wednesday, October 14th  - 5:30 pm 

Semi-Annual Meeting - Sunday, October 18th - 10:35 am – Fellowship Hall 

Homestead Brew Event – Sunday, October 18th – 4:30 pm 

Drive Thru Prayer Lunch – Wednesday, October 21st – 11:30 am 

Confirmation Sunday – Sunday, October 25th – 9:30 am 

WELCA General Meeting – Sunday, October 25th - 10:45 am – Choir Room 

Wednesday Dinner Before Worship – Wednesday, October 28th – 5:30 pm 



 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

October 1st, Thursday, 5:30 pm – Christian Education Meeting 

 

October 1st, Thursday, 6:00 pm – The Chosen Bible Study  

 

October 2nd, Friday – LAST DAY TO REGISTER FOR THE WELCA FALL CONFERENCE 

 
October 3rd, Saturday, 7:00 am – Men’s Breakfast in the BVLC Fellowship Hall  

 

October 4th, Sunday, 9:30 am - Worship with Holy Communion.  

 

Sundays, 10:35 am – Coffee Hour – Join everyone in the Fellowship Hall after the service for 

conversations and connections  

 

October 4th, Sunday, 10:35 am – BVLC Kids 

 

October 4th, Sunday, 6:30 pm – Youth Gathering Bible Study 

 

October 5th, Monday, 2:00 pm – Helping Hands Bible Study 

 

October 6th, Tuesday, 6:30 pm – The Bible Study   

 

October 7th, Wednesday, 6:15 pm – Wednesday Worship with Holy Communion 

 

October 7th, Wednesday, 6:45 pm – God Squad 

 

October 7th, Wednesday, 6:45 pm – Confirmation & Senior High Youth 

 

October 7th, Wednesday, 6:45 pm – Adult Choir Practice 

 

October 8th, Thursday, 6:00 pm – The Chosen Bible Study 

 

October 8th, Thursday, 6:30 pm – Church Council Meeting  

 

October 9th, Friday, 6:30 pm – Jr/Sr High Youth Lock-In 

 

October 10th, Saturday, 8:30 am – WELCA Fall Conference  

 

October 10th, Saturday, 1:00 pm – New Horizons Band 

 

October 10th, Saturday, 2:00 pm – Ice Cream Social & Cookie Bake Off Contest 

 

October 11th, Sunday, 9:30 am - Worship  

 

October 11th, Sunday, 10:35 am – BVLC Kids 

October Highlights     
 

 

 



 

  

 

 

 

 

October 12th, Monday, 6:00 pm – Altar Guild Meeting 

 

October 13th, Tuesday, 6:30 pm – The Bible Study 

 

October 14th, Wednesday, 6:15 pm – Wednesday Worship  

 

October 14th, Wednesday, 6:45 pm – God Squad 

 

October 14th, Wednesday, 6:45 pm – Confirmation & Senior High Youth 

 

October 14th, Wednesday, 6:45 pm – Adult Choir Practice 

 

October 15th, Thursday, 6:00 pm – The Chosen Bible Study 

 

October 18th, Sunday, 9:30 am - Worship with Holy Communion - Our children will be singing in the 

service. 

 

October 18th, Sunday, 10:35 am – NO BVLC Kids 

 

October 18th, Sunday, 10:35 am – Semi-Annual Meeting 

 

October 18th, Sunday, 4:30 pm – Homestead Brew Event – Social Hour 

 

October 18th, Sunday, 5:30 pm – Homestead Brew Event – Dinner 

 

October 20th, Tuesday, 6:30 pm – The Bible Study 

 

October 21st, Wednesday, 11:30 am – Drive-Thru Prayer Lunch 

 

October 21st, Wednesday, 5:30 pm – Music & Worship Committee Meeting 

 

October  21st, Wednesday, 6:15 pm – Wednesday Worship with Holy Communion 

 

October  21st, Wednesday, 6:45 pm – God Squad  

 

October  21st, Wednesday, 6:45 pm – Confirmation & Senior High Youth 

 

October  21st, Wednesday, 6:45 pm – Adult Choir Practice 

 

October 22nd, Thursday, 6:00 pm – The Chosen Bible Study 

 

October 25th, Sunday, 9:30 am – Confirmation Sunday Worship With the Adult Choir Singing 

 

 

 

 

October Highlights     
 

 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

October 25th, Sunday, 10:35 am – BVLC Kids 

 

October 25th, Sunday, 10:35 am – WELCA Meeting 

 

October 27th, Tuesday, 6:30 pm – The Bible Study 

 

October 28th, Wednesday, 5:30 pm – Dinner before Worship 

 

October 28th, Wednesday, 6:15 pm – Wednesday Worship  

 

October 28th, Wednesday, 6:45 pm – God Squad  

 

October 28th, Wednesday, 6:45 pm – Confirmation & Senior High Youth 

 

October 28th, Wednesday, 6:45 pm – Adult Choir Practice 

 

October 29th, Thursday, 6:00 pm – The Chosen Bible Study 

 

October 31st, Saturday – HAPPY HALLOWEEN 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

      

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

October Highlights     
 

 

 



BVLC Committees
Cemetery - Kelly Wright

Church in Society - Amy Johnson

Education and Youth - Brittany Gerovac

Evangelism - Pastor Josh Schunk

Media - Corey Maunu

Property - Scott Hansel

Stewardship - Susan Kruse

Worship and Music - Sylvia Benson (Until Jan 01, 2027)

Legacy - Tammy Ford

Beaver Valley Church Men - Alan Schmidt

Beaver Valley Women - Heidi Schacht

Faith Community Nursing - Sue Johansen ( Until Jan 01, 2027)

Altar Guild - Sue Johansen ( Until Jan 01, 2027)

Looking for a way to get more involved at Beaver Valley Lutheran
Church?  Joining a committee is a great place to get started.

If you’ve ever been interested, but weren’t sure whom to contact,
we’ve made it easy.  Above you will find a list of our committees,
along with their chairs. Feel free to reach out to them to learn more
about what they do, when they meet, and how you can get involved.

There’s a place for everyone, and we’d love to help you find where
you fit in!



From the Pastor’s Desk 

 

Friends in Christ, 

 Greetings to each and every one of you from God our loving heavenly Father and our 

living Lord and Savior, Jesus Christ. I hope and pray that this article finds all of you well now 

that we are heading into the last quarter of the year. 

 October is an important month for Lutheran Churches. Of course, the main reason this is 

an important month is because we get the opportunity to celebrate the Reformation. It is during 

this time of the year that we remember a young monk who decided to publicly challenge the 

prevailing religious authorities of his day by authoring a document that questioned certain 

practices within the church that seemed to be separating people from the church, from Jesus and 

from one another. When Martin Luther wrote the 95 Theses, a change in the church started that 

still continues to have an effect on what we do as Lutherans today.  

 Another reason that October is an important month is because many Lutherans (including 

those of us at Beaver Valley Lutheran Church) celebrate the rite (not right) of Confirmation. We 

get the opportunity to be there for our young people, as they stand up in front of our family of 

faith and affirm their Baptismal faith. This is a very important step for Christians to take. The 

group of students we will support this year have had Confirmation instruction from 3 different 

pastors, and they have had an amazing journey up to this point in their lives. I would like to 

personally invite all of you to join us on October 25th at our 9:30 worship service for this 

awesome celebration.  

 Along with these, the month of October is also the time when we start to gear up for the 

holiday season. We like to get ahead on our Thanksgiving, Advent and Christmas worship 

services and materials. Just this morning (September 28th), I placed an order for the ELCA 

Advent calendars and devotional materials that are like the ones we had last year. I have been 

doing this “early” preparation for several years because we never know what the next few 

months of the year will bring. I am sure many of us can remember certain times when there has 

been snow early, or there has been an unexpected in our lives. By getting things done early, we 

are ready for unforeseen circumstances and can navigate through them without worrying about 

getting Christmas Eve bulletins printed. 

 As we take part in these activities in the life of our congregation, there will be other 

events as well. The youth will have a lock-in on October 9th. We have our cookie competition 

and concert on October 10th. The congregation will select Council members at our semi-annual 

meeting on the 18th and then enjoy some time together at Homestead Brew that evening. Drive-

thru prayer will be on the 21st, and we will have a congregational dinner at 5:30 pm on the 28th. 

Who knows what else will come up over the course of the month? It seems like God loves to 

surprise us and cause all kinds of live-giving activities to happen here! 

 October is a great month! It is full of tradition, rites of passage, 

and awesome activities. I hope and pray that you find a way to plug 

into what is happening at Beaver Valley this month. As you do, I 

would encourage you, as always, to invite a friend to come with you! 

 

Just a thought… 

 

Pastor Josh 



Does God Still Speak? 

  
I know that some of the new things we are trying seem different compared to other activities 
that have been done at Beaver Valley in the past. For example, before COVID in 2020, how 
many of us tried activities like parking lot worship? I know I didn’t. We may have done some 
outdoor services in my former congregations, but we did not take part in those activities on a 
regular basis unless it was in the summer.  
  
Since coming to Beaver Valley Lutheran Church last year, it has become increasingly clear that 
God is calling us to do new things. I walk around the church building and the exterior spaces, 
and it seems as if we are being told to use our gifts in new and different ways. For example, 
Small Business Thursday began out of a conversation God and I had early one morning. God 
wanted me to go make someone’s day. Now, I have found myself meeting so many wonderful 
people in our community. This has become a great way to connect to more individuals and to 
tell them that Beaver Valley Lutheran Church loves and cares for them! Along with Small 
Business Thursday, we have also had many fun events in and around our space! I hope you took 
part in the Rally Weekend carnival and/or concerts/worship experiences. That weekend was so 
much fun, it was such a blessing to be with so many people both days. We also shared a lot of 
joy and laughter! Again, this came from God speaking through someone else and telling me that 
we needed to try something different last year and then build upon it this year! 
  
We are so blessed at Beaver Valley Lutheran Church. It seems like God is speaking and telling us 
to share our blessings and to be blessings to others. I can tell you I am not the only one who is 
hearing this. I can also tell you we have had amazing things happen through other people in this 
family of faith. I am blessed because I get to hear the stories of how our members are touching 
people’s lives in response to God’s goodness in their lives. It is awesome when God speaks and 
calls us to do things on his behalf! 
  
Does God still speak? Yes, he does. When he does, he uses us in amazing ways! 
Get Outlook for Mac  

https://aka.ms/GetOutlookForMac




CHURCH COUNCIL  

September 10th, 2026 

 

Attendees: Dan Feeken (2027)  Brittany Gerovac (2027) 

 Steven Ring (Interim)  David Vanden Hull (2027) 

 

 Krista Hanson (2028)    Josh Dede (2028) 

 Sara Kiefer (Interim)    Amy Johnson (2028) 

 

 Susan Kruse (2029)    Alan Schmidt (2029) 

 Scott Hansel (2029)    Kelly Wright (2029) 

 

             

 Robyn VanMeter (Treasurer)    Kasey Johnson (Youth Delegate) 

    

 

Call to Order: Brittany Gerovac  

 

Devotions and Treats: Susan Kruse 

Absent: Josh Dede, Scott Hansel, and Kelly Wright 

 

Approval of prior meeting minutes:   

MMSC: Motion to approve August Minutes was made by Sara Kiefer and seconded by Scott Hansel.  

Motion carried. 

 

Approval of Treasurer’s Report:  

MMSC: Motion to approve the August Treasurer report made by Alan Schmidt and seconded by Steve Ring. 

Motion carried.  

 

Treasurer’s Report is available for viewing in the Church Office.   

 

Old Business: 

 

New Business: 

• Nominating Committee-Ann Beesley was present to submit the names that will be on the ballot for 

church council members. Election will be held at the semiannual meeting in October. 

• Wall Decorations-A motion was made by Amy Johnson and seconded by David Vanden Hull that 

the 3 quilts that remain will be donated to the women’s shelter unless they are picked up by 

September 30th. Motion passed. 

• Emailing the church via the website – The office has had a few people contact us saying they have 

emailed us via the website but have not received anything back.  David Vanden Hull is looking 

into this and thinks the issue has been corrected. 

• Hosting a Night to Shine by The Tim Tebow Foundation was discussed. A motion was made by 

Alan Schmidt and seconded by Steve Ring to proceed with this event to be held in February. 

Motion passed.  Will Kruse and Sarah Nohr will help plan the event. Will and Sarah will also be 

grand marshals for the event. 

• Icon system software is being researched. Icon would be used for church record keeping of 

members, giving, etc.  This would take the place of Shepherd’s Staff. More information is needed 

before a decision is made to switch. 

 

Pastor’s Report:  



 

Pastoral Ministry 
 Communication 

85 member contacts outside of worship 

  62 in person 

  10 phone 

  13 text 

 1 Premarital Visit 

 1 Other visit 

 

 

Worship Services 

  9 Worship services 

   8 On site 

   1 Off site 

Pastoral Acts 

1 Hospital Visit 

1 Baptism conversation 

 Bible Studies 

  3 On site 

  2 Off site 

 Meetings 

  Personnel Committee 

  Worship Committee 

  Youth Gathering 

  Stewardship Committee 

  Crossroads Conference 

Community Events 

  Comedy Show 

  Prayer Breakfast 

  Meals on Wheels (2) 

  Ministerial Lunch 

 Small Business Thursday 

  Tata’s Trading Card Company 

  Brandon Valley Middle School 

  Sanford Clinic 

  Performance Press, Inc. 

 Meals  

  Taco-In-A-Bag 

  WELCA Pig Celebration 

  Drive-Thru Worship 

   16 people 

 

COMMITTEE REPORTS: 

 

Cemetery Committee - Council Assignment, Kelly Wright 

• Nothing to report at this time. 

 

Church in Society – Council Assignment, Amy Johnson 

• Ardell has sent cards to 13 college students. Donations have been given to cover postage. Julie Wright is 

joining the Church in Society committee. 

 

Education and Youth Ministry – Council Assignment, Brittany Gerovac & Kasey Johnson 

• Calendars are complete!! The kids will be singing on Oct 18th and Nov 15th. Their Christmas Program is on Dec 

13th. We have a lot of fun things planned for the kids for their first half of the year. We will have a pumpkin 



Sunday, a special activity with WELCA, adopt a Bible Buddy, and Bible Bucks Store! Confirmation and Senior 

High have already started. We are looking forward to all the kids being together at the beginning of each 

Wednesday night! This will be a great year with these awesome kids! We are also searching for new members for 

the education committee. 

 

Evangelism and Outreach – Council Assignment, David Vanden Hull & Amy Johnson 

• Nothing to report at this time. 

 

Media – Council Assignment, David Vanden Hull  & Corey Maunu 

• Provided Walkthrough tutorial and screen recording to Josh and Jacqui to help keep the announcement boards 

active. ONGOING: David working with Josh to feature the announcement slides into the Sunday service 

presentation that runs prior to church service starting. Media needs to set a date to meet and review any updates to 

the Sunday morning AV and presentation process.   

 

Personnel – Council Assignment, Krista Hanson, Dan Feeken, David Vanden Hull, & Susan Kruse 

• Personnel has met to discuss staffing needs moving into the fall season. Rachel is stepping away from the 

janitorial role at the end of September and Mason will be filling the role for cleaning the entire church. Meeting 

with Mason to review janitorial needs and expectations on 9/9/26.  

 

Property – Council Assignment, Scott Hansel, Alan Schmidt, & Josh Dede 

• And there is LIGHT!! The parking lot lighting is finished. And they look great. There was some excitement in the 

kitchen on Wednesday morning.  Water was found on the floor in two locations. Mason mopped water up, but it 

came back. Call went out to Dave Schnabel and Scott Hansel.  Both were on site and found water lines that go 

under kitchen floor to dish washer and south kitchen sink have a leak in them. Water to church was turned off, 

and isolation valves were installed by Scott with Hansel PHD.  These valves were able to isolate and stop the 

leak. New water lines will need to be rerouted in ceiling and down the wall behind the dishwasher.  Work will be 

scheduled for Thursday, September 10th, 2026.  

 

Stewardship – Council Assignment, Susan Kruse 

• A meeting will be held on September 30 at 5:30. 

 

Worship & Music – Council Assignment, Sylvia Benson & Krista Hanson 

• The Worship and Music Committee met on Wednesday, August 19 to plan the hymns/songs for the September 

worship services. 

 

Legacy Committee – Council Assignment, Brittany Gerovac 

• Nothing to report at this time. 

 

Beaver Valley Churchmen – Council Assignment, Alan Schmidt & Larry Johnson 

• We are meeting on Saturday, September 12th, for our monthly Men’s Breakfast. This month we will be meeting at 

the church. We are hoping we have a good turnout. Thank you again for Beaver Valleys support on our 

committee.  

 

Beaver Valley Women – Council Assignment, Pastor Josh Schunk 

• WELCA spent the summer collecting donations, and in August we completed the Piglet Project campaign for 

ELCA World Hunger. BVLC did an amazing job of supporting this project and we were able to send more than 

$2,300 for World Hunger.  

We also collected more than 250 items for the Bishop Dudley House over the summer. They were so appreciative 

to receive our donations of food, paper products, toiletry items, and clothing. 

 

Faith Community Nursing Program – Led by Sue Johannsen 

• Plans for September  

• include a canning class on Sept. 21st beginning at 6:30. The subject of the class will be jam preparation. Sign up 

list is up. October the 11th we will host a Blood Pressure and Blood Sugar screening after worship. I will ask 



those individuals that I have used in the past to assist. On the 4 Mondays in November, we will offer a Grief class.   

The class will be not just for those who have had a death in their lives but also those who have experienced any 

loss, Including loss of friends, jobs, pets, homes etc.    

 

Altar guild leadership will change in January.  Planning and calendar set up is underway.  Future members have 

been found but commitment will be confirmed in the next short time.   No problems are foreseen currently.    I 

will be presenting information on Communion facts to the Confirmation and High School members of our church.  

Pastor Josh has confirmed the presentation this fall.   

 

MMSC: Motion to adjourn the meeting was made by Alan Schmidt and seconded by Susan Kruse. 

Motion carried. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

PRAYER GARDEN PROJECT UPDATE 
 

  Your generous contributions help care for our 

Prayer Garden, including all replacement plants 

covered under Earth Scapes’ one-year warranty. 

We will be re-mulching the garden soon and plan 

to add more plantings in the spring to bring even more color and beauty to 

the Prayer Garden. 

Thank you for your ongoing contributions and support! 

 

 

 
The Brandon Food Pantry is in need of the 

following items: 

• Small boxes of fruit snacks 

• Pizza sauce and pizza crusts 

• Cereal 
• Small cans of beef stew 

• Small bottles (32 oz) laundry detergent 

• Boxes of hot chocolate 

• Instant potatoes 

 

 

Men’s Breakfast in the 

BVLC Fellowship Hall 
Saturday, October 3rd at 7:00 am.  

Come for breakfast, devotions, and 

Fellowship.  



Family Table 
 
October can be a busy month for families. 
Some families have youth sports events to 
attend and coach. Other families have 
concerts, dance and musical events in which 
they participate. Still others enjoy various 
hunting seasons that open during this 
month. There are many families that enjoy 
more than one of each of these types of 
events. No matter what we enjoy and do, 
October can be a month when our 
calendars are full. 
 
When our calendars are full, there are times 
when we forget to give ourselves time to 
stop. We get so busy doing things that we 
forget about the importance of rest, 
relaxation and recharging. We think that 
running from event to event and activity is 
recharging us, but we forget that the feeling 
we are having is just adrenaline, and our 
bodies are actually draining more than we 
realize. 
 
Eventually, we experience the 
consequences of this pace in some way or 
another. There are times when we find 
ourselves more run down than usual. We 
may also find ourselves short-tempered. 
There may even be times when our bodies 
get so run down that we find ourselves 
getting physically sick. These can be real 
issues for every one of us. 
 
As families, we are invited to hold one 
another accountable and be examples to 
each other of how to take care of ourselves. 
This is as true for kids as it is for parents. 
There are times when children need to let 
their parents know that the calendar is too 
full and to ask for some genuine family time 
to enjoy doing things the family enjoys 
doing. Some of the best activities may not  

 
involve running from one activity to 
another. They may involve working in the 
yard or just enjoying a favorite movie or 
television show. 
 
Parents, we also have a responsibility for 
teaching our children how to take care of 
ourselves. We need to be transparent with 
our calendars and make space for doing the 
things that recharge us. Do you have 
intentional time for spiritual and physical 
activities? Are Bible reading, worship, and 
prayer showing up in your calendars? If they 
are not in your calendars, can you explain to 
your kids how you make time for those 
activities if you do not plan for them? Can 
you tell your children how you recharge and 
re-energize during the day or during the 
week to keep doing what you need to get 
done and to complete the tasks that need 
to be completed? 
 
Self-care is not an easy thing. Many of us 
spend a lot of time moving from one thing 
to the next without checking in with 
ourselves. As we do so, we also forget to 
check in on other people.  
 
October is a great month to take part in 
some activities that focus on taking care of 
you. We know the winter months are 
coming when temperatures and moods 
sink. Before these times come, it is good for 
us to put habits in place that help us take 
care of ourselves while encouraging others 
to do the same! 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Tidings Article Guidelines: 
In an effort to get the Tidings, our monthly newsletter, out in a 

timely manner, we need all articles submitted to the office by the 

20th of the month.  

If you are in charge of an event, please take pictures and submit 

a write-up regarding how it went.  Everyone likes to see how 

active we have been. 

All articles received after this deadline will be published in the 

following month’s newsletter. 

All articles can be submitted to the office email: 

office@beavervalleylutheran.org. 

 

Thank you all for your help with this. 

 
 

mailto:office@beavervalleylutheran.org


 
Crossroads Connections 

A Newsletter for the Women of the ELCA in  
South Dakota Crossroads Conference  

Upcoming Event 
 

Crossroads Conference Women of the ELCA Fall Gathering  

October 10, 2026  

8:30 to 2:30 PM 
Peace Lutheran Church 

5509 W. 41st Street, SFSD 
 

“Lessons for Today’ Disciples “  

 

Featured Speakers, Vendors, & Business meeting 
 

Registration will be $10.00 which includes lunch.  RSVP is a must for catering 

purposes, so please contact Marcia Herr, Vice-President, at 605-360-7579 or 

mherrsf@hotmail.com by Friday, October 2, 2026.   
 

Our “Love” gift at our gathering will go to “Church on the Street”.  They are a 

non-profit organization dedicated to provide items for those who struggle with 

poverty.  Their wish list includes new bed sheet sets, full-size shampoo, hygiene 

products, etc.    

Crossroads Conference Officers 2026-2027 
 

Co-Presidents – Erika Lehmann, Beaver Valley, (2026-2028) 605-338-4737 
        Twyla Voldseth, Beaver Valley, (2026-2028) 605-595-4772 
 

Vice President –Marcia Herr, First Lutheran, Sioux Falls, (2026-2028), 605-360-7579 
 

Secretary –Millie Horter, Peace Lutheran, S. Falls (2026-2028) 605-940-8910 
 

Treasurer – Connie Nelson, First Lutheran, Sioux Falls, (2025-2027) 605-261-9698 
 

Director of Stewardship – Jolene Wehde, West Nidaros, Crooks (2025-2027), 605-212-5730 
 

Director of Justice – Linda Jensen, Peace Lutheran, Sioux Falls, (2026-2028), 605-310-9865 
 

Director of Discipleship – Kathy Porter, Peace Lutheran, Sioux Falls, (2025-2027) 605-261-2125 

mailto:mherrsf@hotmail.com


B V L C
O C T O B E R  M O W I N G

S C H E D U L E

Riding Mowers:
Group 3 - September 28  - October 4th th

Group 4 - October 5  - October 11  th th

Group 5 - October 12  - October 18   th th

Group 1 - October 19  - October 25    th th

Group 2 - October 26  - November 1    th st

 
   South Cemetery:

Wright Family - September 28  - October 4th th

Randy Nelson - October 5  - October 11  th th

Wright Family - October 12  - October 18  th th

Randy Nelson - October 19  - October 25  th th

 Wright Family - October 26  - November 1  th st

  



Youth News You Can Use! 
 
October is a busy month for our youth 
program at Beaver Valley Lutheran Church. 
We have several activities on the calendar 
right now, and we may add more as the 
month progresses. Here is what we have so 
far: 
October 4th – 6:00 pm – we will have one of 
our youth hangout at the church nights. We 
have decided to focus these around our 
National Youth Gathering Bible studies this 
year. This will allow the youth going on the 
trip to learn a little more about the 
gathering before they leave for 
Minneapolis, and these studies will help us 
grow closer together as a youth group in 
our congregation. I would invite any and all 
youth between grades 6 and 12 to come 
and be a part of these times together! 
 
October 9th – 6:30 pm – LOCK-IN!!!! We 
have had many requests for a youth lock-in 
at Beaver Valley Lutheran Church, and we 
have decided to go for it! We will meet at 
the church at 6:30 on Friday night, and the 
kids will be ready to be picked up at 8:00 
Saturday morning. This is going to be very 
fun, and we will get the chance to enjoy 
some games, snacks, activities and 
fellowship with one another. If parents want 
to help chaperone this event, that would be 
absolutely amazing! Please contact Pastor 
Josh and let him know if you are willing to 
help! 
 
October 10th – 1:00 pm – 3:00 pm – the 
New Horizons Band will be playing at Beaver 
Valley Lutheran Church, and we will be 
having a cookie contest along with ice 
cream to enjoy. If the youth want to enter 
cookies in the contest or come and help 
with the event, that would be absolutely 
amazing! 

October 25th – Confirmation Sunday – we 
have 4 young people who are going to stand 
up in front of Beaver Valley Lutheran Church 
and affirm their Baptismal faith. This is an 
awesome moment for them, and it is 
important day for our entire congregation. I 
would highly encourage everyone to come 
to worship on the 25th and support these 
young people, as they take this important 
step in their journeys of faith! 
 
October 28th – Reformation Party during 
Confirmation. We will gather at 6:45 and 
discuss the Reformation together. When we 
are done with our discussion, we will play 
games and celebrate being Lutheran 
Christians! It will be a great time for 
everyone involved! 
 
When we gear up for fall at Beaver Valley, 
God gives us lots of momentum! There are 
many activities for everyone in this 
congregation. This month, I am asking 
everyone to plug in somewhere to enjoy 
being together and having a lot of fun! 
 

 





 BVLC KIDS         God Squad 
               

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
Important message to  

our parents / guardians: 

CONFIRMATION    

 

 

 

 

At BVLC the safety of our children is of 

utmost importance.  Therefore, we are asking 

all parents or guardians to come into the 

church to pick up their children after 

Wednesday night BVLC Kids and Confirmation 

classes.  Thank you for your cooperation with 

this. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

October BVLC KIDS Calendar 
 

Sunday October 4th  – Exodus 14:5-7, 10-14, 

21-19 – Parting the Red Sea 
 

Sunday October 11th – Exodus 19:3-7, 20:1-17 

– Ten Commandments 
 

Sunday October 18th – Kids singing in Worship 

– NO BVLC KIDS 
 

Sunday October 25th  - 2 Samuel 11:1-5, 26-27, 

12:1-9 – Psalm 51:1-9 – Nathan and King David 
 

  

 

October Confirmation 

Schedule 
October 7th, 2026 – New Leaders 

(Judges) 

October 14th, 2026 – Best Friends 

(Ruth) 

October 21st, 2026 – We want a 

King (1 and 2 Samuel) 

October 25th, 2026 – Reformation 

Sunday 

October 28th, 2025 – Reformation 

Party 

October God Squad Calendar 
 

Wednesday October 7th  – Exodus 14:5-7, 10-

14, 21-19 – Parting the Red Sea (5th grade will 

take time to decorate chalices tonight) 
 

Wednesday October 14th – Exodus 19:3-7, 

20:1-17 – Ten Commandments 
 

Sunday October 18th – Kids singing in Worship 
 

Wednesday October 21st  - 2 Samuel 11:1-5, 26-

27, 12:1-9 – Psalm 51:1-9 – Nathan and King 

David 
 

Wednesday October 28th  - 1Kings 3:4-28 

Solomon’s  Wisdom (5th Grade will have a 20 

minute first communion lesson with Pastor Josh) 

 

 





EVENTS 
 

Crossroads Conference Women of the ELCA Fall Gathering - October 10, 2026 - 8:30 to 2:30 

PM Peace Lutheran Church, 5509 W. 41st Street, SFSD 

 “Lessons for Today’ Disciples “  
Featured Speakers, Vendors, & Business meeting 

Registration will be $10.00 which includes lunch.  RSVP is a must for catering purposes, so please 

contact Marcia Herr, Vice-President, at 605-360-7579 or mherrsf@hotmail.com by Friday, October 2, 

2026.   

 Our “Love” gift at our gathering will go to “Church on the Street”.  They are a non-profit organization 

dedicated to provide items for those who struggle with poverty.  Their wish list includes new bed sheet 

sets, full-size shampoo, hygiene products, etc.  

 

New Horizon’s Band, Ice Cream Social & Cookie Competition – October 11, 2026 – 1:00 – 3:00  

pm 

Come out and enjoy an afternoon of music, ice cream, cookies, and a lot of fellowship. Bring your  

favorite cookie to share and be voted on. The band will play from 1:00 pm – 2:00 pm with the 

cookie competition to follow! Bring your favorite cookie to show off.  There will be prizes for 1st,  

2nd, and 3rd places. 

 

Altar Guild Gathering – October 12, 2026 @ 6:30 pm  

On Monday, October 12th, at 6:30 pm, you are invited to join us for a gathering of those who have  

been involved in Communion preparation during the past year, those who have volunteered to  

serve during the coming year, and anyone who is interested in becoming involved or simply  

learning more about what the Altar Guild is all about. We will review the 2027 Altar Guild calendar  

and make any additions or changes as determined by the group.  

We also welcome ideas and suggestions for changes in how the Altar Guild functions. 

During this gathering basic instruction on Communion preparation for both the Sanctuary and  

Chapel will be provided. 

All congregation members who are interested in joining or becoming involved with the Altar Guild are 

welcome to attend! 

 

2026 Semi-Annual Meeting – October 18, 2026 – 10:35 am 

Please stay for the Semi-Annual Meeting immediately following worship on October 18th. We will be 

voting in new Council Members at this meeting. Attendance is highly encouraged. 

 

Homestead Brew Event – Sunday, October 18th, 2026 

26685 486th Ave, Valley Springs, SD 57068 

4:30 pm – Social Hour Starts 

5:30 pm – Dinner Starts 

Come out and enjoy an afternoon and early evening of fun and fellowship at Homestead Brew. We  

will begin with a social hour at 4:30 pm.  Come out and engage in conversation and maybe a few  

games. At 5:30 we will be serving hot ham sandwiches (with or without cheese), baked beans, and a  

dessert. Drinks will be available for purchase at Homestead, and a free will donation will cover your  

cost for food. The evening is sure to be a lot of fun. 
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Altar Guild Gathering – October 12, 2026 @ 6:30 pm  

On Monday, October 12th, at 6:30 pm, you are invited to join us for a gathering of those who have  

been involved in Communion preparation during the past year, those who have volunteered to  

serve during the coming year, and anyone who is interested in becoming involved or simply  

learning more about what the Altar Guild is all about. We will review the 2027 Altar Guild calendar  

and make any additions or changes as determined by the group.  

We also welcome ideas and suggestions for changes in how the Altar Guild functions. 

During this gathering basic instruction on Communion preparation for both the Sanctuary and  

Chapel will be provided. 

All congregation members who are interested in joining or becoming involved with the Altar Guild are 

welcome to attend! 

 

Good Grief – Healing Through Community – Mondays in November – 6:00 – 7:00 pm 

Good Grief has helped millions of readers find comfort and rediscover hope after loss. It identifies  

ten stages of grief--shock, emotion, depression, physical distress, panic, guilt, anger, resistance,  

hope, and acceptance--but, recognizing that grief is complex and deeply personal, defines no right  

way to grieve. Whether mourning the death of a loved one, the end of a marriage, the loss of a job,  

or other difficult life changes, readers will want to return to these wise resources year after year  

as they are shaped by their journey. 

 

2027 Offering Envelopes 

Please let the office know if you are wanting offering envelopes for the year 2027. We will be  

creating our own offering envelopes for those who wish to use them. The old envelopes are very  

costly, and the quantity needing to be ordered was way more than we used. Jacqui will be  

gathering names and assigning envelope numbers to everyone who would like them.  Please let her  

know by the end of October. The packet of envelopes will be ready to be picked up on Sunday,  

December 20th, 2026.  

 

ATTENTION SENIORS: 

Please start submitting your Senior pictures and future plans to the office.  Jacqui is starting to  

gather information to spotlight our seniors in future Tidings. You can either drop the picture and  

 

information off, or you can email it to the office office@beavervalleylutheran.org  

Thank you! 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

mailto:office@beavervalleylutheran.org


 

 



 

          
 
                           Phone: (605) 582-3504 

Mailing address: 

PO Box 128 

Brandon, SD 57005 

OFFICE EMAIL: 

office@beavervalleylutheran.org 

TIDINGS & BULLETIN 

CONTRIBUTIONS: 

office@beavervalleylutheran.org  

WEBSITE: 

www.beavervalleylutheran.org 

WEBSITE CONTRIBUTIONS: 

office@beavervalleylutheran.org  

 
 

 
Pastor Josh Schunk 

pastor@beavervalleylutheran.org  
Cell # 701-238-2322 

Church Office 605-582-3504 
 

  Brittany Gerovac,  

Council President 

Church Office 605-582-3504 

                        Jacqui Shoemaker, 

                      BVLC Office Manager  

Church Office 605-582-3504 

Monday-Thursday  

9:00 am – 3:30 pm 

office@beavervalleylutheran.org 
                                    

          Ruth Tieszen, Organist 

ruthtieszen@hotmail.com 

 Shelly Berg, Choir Director 

Shelly.Trisko@gmail.com 

     Gingi Hanson, Choir Accompanist 

gingi@alliancecom.net  

     Brittany Gerovac, Sunday School                   

Director - brittanyb1313@live.com 

       Corey Maunu, Media Director 

media@beavervalleylutheran.org 

              Joan Schuette, Prayer Chain       

           Requests  - jdschuet@aol.com 

     Robyn VanMeter, Treasurer     

 treasurer@beavervalleylutheran.org 

 

 

 

 

 

     

 

Please pray for our members and 

Friends of B.V. on their special day! 

 

Troy Dawley 

Kevin Backer 

Kingsley Long Crow  

(Tieszen) 

Tyler Jacobson 

Arthur Richert 

Isaiah Dietz 

(Feeken) 

Mark Dawley 

Matthew Dawley 

Dennis Moritz 

DeEtta Myers 

Nicholle Schwanke 

Blake Weyh 

Mary Johnson 

Sandy Elofson 

Jeniyah Weyh 

 

10/1 

10/2 

10/2 

 

10/4 

10/4 

10/5 

 

10/8 

10/8 

10/8 

10/8 

10/8 

10/9    

10/10 

10/10 

10/11 

 

 

 

 

Jeannelle Yitagesu 

Laura Carbonneau 

Kate Parkinson 

Dustin Dawley 

Erin Olesen 

Ethan Wright 

Diana Albers 

Deborah Erickson 

Phoenix Gross 

Kortney Jacobson 

Mark Olson 

Lanette Thompson 

Tanner Jacobson 

Myles Yitagesu 

Carol Funke 

Eric Watkins 

Evonne Surdez 

 

10/11 

10/12 

10/12 

10/13 

10/13 

10/14 

10/17 

10/17 

10/17 

10/21 

10/21 

10/21 

10/24 

10/25 

10/26 

10/27 

10/31 
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Note: If you are unable to serve on the date assigned or need to make changes to the 

schedule, swap dates with someone assigned to the same category and let Jacqui know at 

the church office email at office@beavervalleylutheran.org or call (605) 582-3504.   
 

2026 

 OCTOBER 4 OCTOBER 11 OCTOBER 18 OCTOBER 25 

Upper 

Greeters: 

Larry & Ardell 

Johnson 

Joel & Beth 

Flier 

Jeff Boucher & 

Luke Sittig 

Jessica Gross & 

Titan Gross 

Lower 

Greeters: 

Dave & Anita 

Schnabel 

Jeannelle 

Yitagesu &  

Judy Richards 

Randy & Bonnie 

Nelson 

Dan & Gingi 

Hanson 

Acolyte: Luke Fiscus Cannon 

Halbersma 

Mazie Petrik Phoenix Gross 

Lectors: Kenny Muller Tricia Steen Susan Johannsen Jennie Dede 

Children’s 

Sermon: 

Pastor Josh Schunk Pastor Josh 

Schunk 

Pastor Josh 

Schunk 

Pastor Josh 

Schunk 

Ushers: Rick & Christy 

Johnson 

Alan & Ellen 

Schmidt 

Mike & Heidi 

Schacht  

Joel & Beth 

Flier 

Communion 

Servers: 

Janna Kloth, 

Darrin & Robyn 

VanMeter 

NONE Susan Kruse,  

Dan & Tricia 

Steen 

NONE 

Communion 

Preparers: 

Rick Bonander & 

Tammy Ford 

Wed. Oct. 7th  - 

Julie Wright 

GREEN 

NONE Rick Bonander 

& Tammy Ford 

Wed. Oct 21st - 

Julie Wright 

GREEN 

NONE 
*October 25 – 

Reformation 

Sunday – 

Confirmation 

Red on the Altar 

Communion 

Bread: 

Linda Gjoraas 

 

NONE Linda Gjoraas 

 

NONE 

Nursery: NONE NONE NONE NONE 

 

Media: David Vanden Hull Lucas Maunu Corey Maunu Dan Feeken 

Flags: Kelly Kruse Joel Flier Marcotte Family  Gary Parker 

Church Bells Marvin Burkman Marvin 

Burkman 

Marvin 

Burkman 

Marvin 

Burkman 

Offering 

Counting: 

     Dan Feeken 

   Dave Schnabel 

 

    Dale 

Hanson 

    Kelly 

Wright 

  Dan Feeken  

Marvin 

Burkman 

   Dale Hanson 

   Sara Rust 
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 www.beavervall
eylutheran.org 
Worship online 
anytime! 
Sunday 
Worship at  
9:30am is 
Livestreamed 
on YouTube.  
Log on to 
www.youtube.c
om 

 and search 

Beaver Valley  

 Lutheran 

Church. 

 1) 

5:30 pm -

Education 

Committee 

Meeting 
 

6:00 pm -The 

Chosen Bible 

Study 

 

2) 3) 

7:00 am – Men’s Breakfast 

4) 

9:30 am – Worship with 

Holy Communion  
 

10:35 am - Coffee 

Fellowship  
 

10:35 am – BVLC KIDS 

 

 

5) 

 

6) 

6:30 pm – 

The Bible 

Study  

7) 

6:15 pm -Worship 

with Holy 

Communion  
 

6:45 pm – God 

Squad 
 

6:45 pm – 

Confirmation 

Sr High Youth 
 

6:45 pm – Adult 

Choir 

8) 

6:00 pm -The 

Chosen Bible 

Study 
 

6:30 pm – 

Church Council 

Meeting  

9) 

6:30 pm – Jr/Sr 

High Youth Lock-

In 

10) 

8:30 am – WELCA 

Conference  
 

1:00 pm – New Horizon’s 

Band 
 

2:00 pm – Ice Cream Social 

& Cookie Competition 

11) 

9:30 am - Worship  
 

10:35 am - Coffee 

Fellowship  
 

10:35 am – BVLC KIDS 

 

12) 

6:00 pm – Altar 

Guild Meeting 

13) 

6:30 pm – 

The Bible 

Study  

14) 

6:15 pm -Worship  
 

6:45 pm – God 

Squad 
 

6:45 pm – 

Confirmation 

Sr High Youth 
 

6:45 pm – Adult 

Choir 

15) 

6:00 pm -The 

Chosen Bible 

Study 

 

16) 

  

17) 

 

18) 

9:30 am – Worship with 

Holy Communion -

Children singing 
 

10:35 am – Semi-Annual 

Meeting 
 

10:35 am – NO BVLC 

KIDS 
 

4:30 pm – Social Hour @ 

Homestead Brew 
 

5:30 pm – Dinner @ 

Homestead Brew 

 

19) 

 

20) 

6:30 pm – 

The Bible 

Study  

21) 

11:30 am – Drive-

Thru Prayer 

Lunch 
 

5:30 pm – Music 

& Worship 

Committee 

Meeting 
 

6:15 pm -Worship 

with Holy 

Communion  
 

6:45 pm –  

God Squad,  
 

6:45 pm – 

Confirmation 

Sr High Youth 
 

6:45 pm – Adult 

Choir 

22) 

6:00 pm -The 

Chosen Bible 

Study 

 

23) 24) 

25) 

9:30 am - Worship with 

Adult Choir Singing 
 

10:35 am - Coffee 

Fellowship  
 

10:35 am – BVLC KIDS 
 

10:35 am -  WELCA 

26) 

 

 

27) 

6:30 pm – 

The Bible 

Study  

28) 

5:30 pm – Dinner 

before worship 
 

6:15 pm -Worship  

 

6:45 pm –  

God Squad,  
 

6:45 pm – 

Confirmation 

Sr High Youth 
 

6:45 pm – Adult 

Choir 

29) 

6:00 pm -The 

Chosen Bible 

Study 

 

30) 31) 

http://www.beavervalleylutheran.org/
http://www.beavervalleylutheran.org/
about:blank
about:blank


 

 
1) 

2:00 am - Daylight Savings 

ENDS Turn your clocks 

back 1 hour 

 

9:30 am – All Saints Worship 

with Holy Communion  
 

10:35 am - Coffee 

Fellowship  
 

10:35 am – BVLC KIDS 

 

2) 

6:30 pm – 

Grief Group 

3) 

6:30 pm – 

The Bible 

Study  

4) 

6:15 pm -Worship 

with Holy 

Communion  
 

6:45 pm – God 

Squad 
 

6:45 pm – 

Confirmation 

Sr High Youth 
 

6:45 pm – Adult 

Choir 

5) 

5:30 pm -

Education 

Committee 

Meeting 
 

6:00 pm -The 

Chosen Bible 

Study 

   

6) 7) 

7:00 am – Men’s Breakfast 

8) 

9:30 am – Worship  
 

10:35 am - Coffee 

Fellowship  
 

10:35 am – BVLC KIDS 

 

9) 

6:00 pm – 

Grief Group 

10) 

6:30 pm – 

The Bible 

Study  

11) 

6:15 pm -Worship  
 

6:45 pm – God 

Squad 
 

6:45 pm – 

Confirmation 

Sr High Youth 
 

6:45 pm – Adult 

Choir 

12) 

6:00 pm -The 

Chosen Bible 

Study 
 

6:30 pm – 

Church Council 

Meeting  

13) 

 

14) 

  

15) 

9:30 am – Worship with 

Holy Communion  
 

10:35 am - Coffee 

Fellowship  
 

10:35 am – BVLC KIDS 

 

16) 

6:00 pm – 

Grief Group 

17) 

6:30 pm – 

The Bible 

Study  

18) 

5:30 pm – Music 

& Worship 

Committee 

Meeting 
 

6:15 pm -Worship 

with Holy 

Communion 
 

6:45 pm – God 

Squad 
 

6:45 pm – 

Confirmation 

Sr High Youth 
 

6:45 pm – Adult 

Choir 

19) 

6:00 pm -The 

Chosen Season 6, 

episode 1 watch 

party 
 

 

20)  

22) 

9:30 am – Worship  
 

10:35 am - Coffee 

Fellowship  
 

10:35 am – BVLC KIDS 
 

10:35 am – WELCA 

Meeting 

 

23) 

6:00 pm – 

Grief Group 

24) 

5:30 pm – 

Dinner before 

worship  
 

6:15 pm -

Worship  
 

6:45 pm – God 

Squad 
 

6:45 pm – 

Confirmation 

Sr High Youth 
 

6:45 pm – Adult 

Choir 

25) 

 

26) 

Happy 

Thanksgiving 

 

Church Offices 

are closed 

 

27) 28) 

29) 

9:30 am - Worship  
 

10:35 am - Coffee 

Fellowship  
 

10:35 am – BVLC KIDS 

 

30)    www.beavervalleyl
utheran.org 
Worship online 
anytime! 
Sunday Worship at  
9:30am is 
Livestreamed on 
YouTube.  
Log on to 
www.youtube.com 

 and search Beaver 

Valley  
 Lutheran Church. 
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