Offering Hymn: Take My Life, That I May Be ELW #685

Offertory Prayer:

P: Let us pray.

C: Lord God, you bless us in many ways with our time, talents and resources. Help us respond to
your generosity by being generous ourselves. In Jesus’ name we pray. Amen.

The Lord’s Prayer:

Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, thy kingdom come, thy will be done, on
earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us our trespasses, as we
forgive those who trespass against us; and lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil.
For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory, forever and ever. Amen.

Blessing:
P: Creator, Redeemer, Sustainer, one God, bless, heal, and hold you today and always.
C: (Sung) Amen. Amen. Amen.

Closing Hymn: The Lord Now Send Us Forth ELW #538
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Welcome! We are glad you are with us today!
“If you do not have a church home, you are welcome here. If you would like to

Become a member, contact any member, or the church office.”

Sunday, September 27™, 2026: 9:30 am Eighteenth Sunday after Pentecost

Prelude
Welcome/Announcements

Confession and Forgiveness

P: Blessed be the Holy Trinity, *+ one God, who forgives all our sin, whose mercy endures forever.
C: Amen.
P: Almighty God, to whom all hearts are open, all desires known, and from whom no secrets are hid:
cleanse the thoughts of our hearts by the inspiration of your Holy Spirit, that we may perfectly love you
and worthily magnify your holy name, through Jesus Christ our Lord.
C: Amen.
P: Let us confess our sin in the presence of God and of one another.

(Silence is kept for reflection.)
P: Most Merciful God,
C: We confess that we are captive to sin and cannot free ourselves. We have sinned against you in
thought, word, and deed, by what we have done and by what we have left undone. We have not
loved you with our whole heart; we have not loved our neighbors as ourselves. For the sake of
your Son, Jesus Christ, have mercy on us. Forgive us, renew us, and lead us, so that we may
delight in your will and walk in your ways, to the glory of your holy name. Amen.
P: In the mercy of almighty God, Jesus Christ was given to die for us, and for his sake God forgives us
all our sins. As a called and ordained minister of the church of Christ, and by his authority, I therefore

declare to you the entire forgiveness of all your sins, in the name of the Father, and of the + Son, and

of the Holy Spirit.

C: Amen.

Opening Hymn: God Is Here ELW #526
Call to Worship Psalm 78:1-4, 12-16

P: Give ear, O my people, to my teaching; incline your ears to the words of my mouth.

C: will open my mouth in a parable; I will utter dark sayings from of old,

P: things that we have heard and known, that our ancestors have told us.

C: We will not hide them from their children; we will tell to the coming generation the glorious


about:blank
about:blank

deeds of the LORD and his might and the wonders that he has done.
P: In the sight of their ancestors he worked marvels in the land of Egypt, in the fields of Zoan.
C: He divided the sea and let them pass through it and made the waters stand like a heap.
P: In the daytime he led them with a cloud and all night long with a fiery light.
C: He split rocks open in the wilderness and gave them drink abundantly as from the deep.
P: He made streams come out of the rock and caused waters to flow down like rivers.

Prayer of the Day

P: Let us pray.

C: God of presence, you remained fully with Joseph when he sat long years in a prison for a
crime he did not commit. Help us to see that you are always with us, so that we might live
faithfully in your world. We pray these things in the name of Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord.
Amen.

Sharing of the Peace

First Reading: Genesis 39:1-23 Steven Ring
39 Now Joseph was taken down to Egypt, and Potiphar, an officer of Pharaoh, the captain of the guard,
an Egyptian, bought him from the Ishmaelites who had brought him down there. > The LORD was with
Joseph, and he became a successful man; he was in the house of his Egyptian master. 3 His master saw
that the LORD was with him and that the LORD caused all that he did to prosper in his hands. 4 So
Joseph found favor in his sight and attended him; he made him overseer of his house and put him in
charge of all that he had.  From the time that he made him overseer in his house and over all that he
had, the LORD blessed the Egyptian’s house for Joseph’s sake; the blessing of the LORD was on all that
he had, in house and field. ® So he left all that he had in Joseph’s charge, and with him there he had no
concern for anything but the food that he ate. Now Joseph was handsome and good-looking. ” And after
a time his master’s wife cast her eyes on Joseph and said, “Lie with me.” ® But he refused and said to
his master’s wife, “Look, with me here, my master has no concern about anything in the house, and he
has put everything that he has in my hand. ® He is not greater in this house than I am, nor has he kept
back anything from me except yourself, because you are his wife. How then could I do this great
wickedness and sin against God?” !° And although she spoke to Joseph day after day, he would not
consent to lie beside her or to be with her. ' One day, however, when he went into the house to do his
work, and while no one else was in the house, !* she caught hold of his garment, saying, “Lie with me!”
But he left his garment in her hand and fled and ran outside. '* When she saw that he had left his
garment in her hand and had fled outside, '*she called out to the members of her household and said to
them, “See, my husband'® has brought among us a Hebrew to insult us! He came in to me to lie with
me, and I cried out with a loud voice, ' and when he heard me raise my voice and cry out, he left his
garment beside me and fled outside.” ' Then she kept his garment by her until his master came home,
7and she told him the same story, saying, “The Hebrew servant, whom you have brought among us,
came in to me to insult me, ¥ but as soon as I raised my voice and cried out, he left his garment beside
me and fled outside.” ' When his master heard the words that his wife spoke to him, saying, “This is
the way your servant treated me,” he became enraged. 2* And Joseph’s master took him and put him
into the prison, the place where the king’s prisoners were confined; he remained there in prison. *! But
the LORD was with Joseph and showed him steadfast love; he gave him favor in the sight of the chief

jailer. 22 The chief jailer committed to Joseph’s care all the prisoners who were in the prison, and
whatever was done there, he was the one who did it. 2 The chief jailer paid no heed to anything that
was in Joseph’s care because the LORD was with him, and whatever he did, the LORD made it prosper.

Second Reading: Philippians 2:1-13

If, then, there is any comfort in Christ, any consolation from love, any partnership in the Spirit, any
tender affection and sympathy, make my joy complete: be of the same mind, having the same love,
being in full accord and of one mind. Do nothing from selfish ambition or empty conceit, but in
humility regard others as better than yourselves. Let each of you look not to your own interests but to
the interests of others. Let the same mind be in you that was in Christ Jesus, who, though he existed in
the form of God, did not regard equality with God as something to be grasped, but emptied himself,
taking the form of a slave, assuming human likeness. And being found in appearance as a human, he
humbled himself and became obedient to the point of death-- even death on a cross. Therefore God
exalted him even more highly and gave him the name that is above every other name, so that at the
name given to Jesus every knee should bend, in heaven and on earth and under the earth, and every
tongue should confess that Jesus Christ is Lord, to the glory of God the Father. Therefore, my beloved,
just as you have always obeyed me, not only in my presence but much more now in my absence, work
on your own salvation with fear and trembling, for it is God who is at work in you, enabling you both
to will and to work for his good pleasure.

Help Us O Lord

Gospel Reading: Matthew 5:11-12

(After the reading is announced: C: Glory to you, O Lord.)
I1«Blessed are you when people revile you and persecute you and utter all kinds of evil against you
falsely™ on my account. '? Rejoice and be glad, for your reward is great in heaven, for in the same way
they persecuted the prophets who were before you.

(After the reading, P: The Gospel of the Lord. C: Praise to you, O Christ.)

Gospel Acclamation: Dak. Rd. p. 117

Children’s Message Pastor Josh Schunk
Sermon Pastor Josh Schunk
Hymn of the Day: All Are Welcome ELW #641

Apostles’ Creed:

I believe in God, the Father almighty, creator of heaven and earth. I believe in Jesus Christ,
God’s only Son, our Lord, who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, born of the virgin Mary,
suffered under Pontius Pilate, was crucified, died, and was buried; he descended to the dead. On
the third day, he rose again; he ascended into heaven, he is seated at the right hand of the Father,
and he will come to judge the living and the dead. I believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy catholic
church, the communion of saints, the forgiveness of sins, the resurrection of the body, and the life
everlasting. Amen.

Prayers of Intercession

Offering
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