Hymn of the Day: ELW #825

Apostles’ Creed

I believe in God, the Father almighty, creator of heaven and earth. I believe in Jesus Christ,
God’s only Son, our Lord, who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, born of the virgin Mary,
suffered under Pontius Pilate, was crucified, died, and was buried; he descended to the dead. On
the third day he rose again; he ascended into heaven, he is seated at the right hand of the Father,
and he will come to judge the living and the dead. I believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy catholic
church, the communion of saints, the forgiveness of sins, the resurrection of the body, and the life
everlasting. Amen.

You Servants of God

Prayers of Intercession
Offering

Offering Hymn: Jesus Calls Us O’er the Tumult ELW #696

Offertory Prayer

P: Let us pray.

C: God of majesty, no eye has seen, no ear has heard what you have prepared for those who love
you, yet in this meal you reveal the wideness of your mercy. Use what we have gathered to feed us
with the reign of God come near, Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord. Amen.

Words of Institution

The Lord’s Prayer
Closing Hymn: We Are Marching in the Light ELW# 866
Dismissal: P: Go in peace. Do justice. Love mercy.

C: Thanks be to God
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Prelude

Welcome/Announcements

Confession and Forgiveness
P: Blessed be the holy Trinity, one God, the Creator of heaven and earth, the Word who spoke life into
being, the Wind stirring the waters.
C: Amen.
P: Let us turn in confession to the one who knows us completely.

(Silence is kept for reflection.)
C: Mighty God, lover of justice,
you call us to life in community, but we have served our own interests at the expense of our
neighbors. We have sown deceit where honesty was needed. We say the right words, but our
hearts are far from you. Turn us to seek your face. Knit us together and give us the mind of
Christ, that we may do justice, love mercy, and walk humbly with you, our God. Amen.
P: God’s grace upon grace flows over you. Christ’s presence redeems the whole creation. Your sins are
forgiven. Let the earth rejoice and be glad!

C: Amen.
Opening Hymn: Will You Come and Follow ELW #798, v. 1-2, 4-5
Call to Worship Psalm 27:1, 4-9

P: The LORD is my light and my salvation; whom shall I fear? The LORD is the stronghold of my life;
of whom shall I be afraid?

C: One thing I asked of the LORD); this I seek: to live in the house of the LORD all the days of
my life, to behold the beauty of the LORD, and to inquire in his temple.

P: For he will hide me in his shelter in the day of trouble; he will conceal me under the cover of his
tent; he will set me high on a rock.

C: Now my head is lifted up above my enemies all around me, and I will offer in his tent
sacrifices with shouts of joy; I will sing and make melody to the LORD.

P: Hear, O LORD, when I cry aloud; be gracious to me and answer me!

C: "Come," my heart says, "seek his face!" Your face, LORD, do I seek.


about:blank
about:blank

P: Do not hide your face from me. Do not turn your servant away in anger, you who have been my
help. Do not cast me off; do not forsake me, O God of my salvation!

Prayer of the Day:

P: Let us pray.

C: Lord God, your lovingkindness always goes before us and follows after us. Summon us into
your light, and direct our steps in the ways of goodness that come through the cross of your Son,
Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord. Amen.

Sharing of the Peace
Special Music BVLC Kids & God Squad
First Reading: 1 Kings 18:17-40 Steve Ring

7When Ahab saw Elijah, Ahab said to him, ‘Is it you, you troubler of Israel?” '®*He answered, ‘I have
not troubled Israel; but you have, and your father's house, because you have forsaken the
commandments of the LORD and followed the Baals. ’Now therefore have all Israel assemble for me
at Mount Carmel, with the four hundred and fifty prophets of Baal and the four hundred prophets of
Asherah, who eat at Jezebel's table.” *°So Ahab sent to all the Israelites, and assembled the prophets at
Mount Carmel. *!Elijah then came near to all the people, and said, ‘How long will you go limping with
two different opinions? If the LORD is God, follow him; but if Baal, then follow him.” The people did
not answer him a word. **Then Elijah said to the people, ‘I, even I only, am left a prophet of the LORD;
but Baal's prophets number four hundred and fifty. >’Let two bulls be given to us; let them choose one
bull for themselves, cut it in pieces, and lay it on the wood, but put no fire to it; I will prepare the other
bull and lay it on the wood, but put no fire to it. **Then you call on the name of your god and I will call
on the name of the LORD; the god who answers by fire is indeed God.” All the people answered, ‘Well
spoken!” **Then Elijah said to the prophets of Baal, ‘Choose for yourselves one bull and prepare it first,
for you are many; then call on the name of your god, but put no fire to it.” 2*So they took the bull that
was given them, prepared it, and called on the name of Baal from morning until noon, crying, ‘O Baal,
answer us!” But there was no voice, and no answer. They limped about the altar that they had

made. At noon Elijah mocked them, saying, ‘Cry aloud! Surely he is a god; either he is meditating, or
he has wandered away, or he is on a journey, or perhaps he is asleep and must be awakened.” **Then
they cried aloud and, as was their custom, they cut themselves with swords and lances until the blood
gushed out over them. ¥ As midday passed, they raved on until the time of the offering of the oblation,
but there was no voice, no answer, and no response. **Then Elijah said to all the people, ‘Come closer
to me’; and all the people came closer to him. First he repaired the altar of the LORD that had been
thrown down; 3!Elijah took twelve stones, according to the number of the tribes of the sons of Jacob, to
whom the word of the LORD came, saying, ‘Israel shall be your name’; **with the stones he built an
altar in the name of the LORD. Then he made a trench around the altar, large enough to contain two
measures of seed. >*Next he put the wood in order, cut the bull in pieces, and laid it on the wood. He
said, ‘Fill four jars with water and pour it on the burnt-offering and on the wood.” **Then he said, ‘Do it
a second time’; and they did it a second time. Again he said, ‘Do it a third time’; and they did it a third
time, *3so that the water ran all round the altar, and filled the trench also with water. 3°At the time of the
offering of the oblation, the prophet Elijah came near and said, ‘O LORD, God of Abraham, Isaac, and
Israel, let it be known this day that you are God in Israel, that I am your servant, and that I have done

all these things at your bidding. >’ Answer me, O LORD, answer me, so that this people may know that
you, O LORD, are God, and that you have turned their hearts back.” **Then the fire of the LORD fell
and consumed the burnt-offering, the wood, the stones, and the dust, and even licked up the water that
was in the trench. ¥When all the people saw it, they fell on their faces and said, ‘The LORD indeed is
God; the LORD indeed is God.” “°Elijah said to them, ‘Seize the prophets of Baal; do not let one of
them escape.’” Then they seized them; and Elijah brought them down to the Wadi Kishon, and killed
them there.

Second Reading: 1 Corinthians 1:10-18

(Paul calls on the Corinthians to end their dissensions and share the unified outlook of the gospel. Discord arises
when we forget that we belong not to human leaders or institutions but to Christ. Indeed, the unifying word of the
cross of Christ is the center of the gospel and the power of God’s salvation).

"Now I appeal to you, brothers and sisters, by the name of our Lord Jesus Christ, that all of you should
be in agreement and that there should be no divisions among you, but that you should be united in the
same mind and the same purpose. L!For it has been reported to me by Chloe's people that there are
quarrels among you, my brothers and sisters. '?What I mean is that each of you says, ‘I belong to Paul’,
or ‘I belong to Apollos’, or ‘I belong to Cephas’, or ‘I belong to Christ.” *Has Christ been divided?
Was Paul crucified for you? Or were you baptized in the name of Paul? 4I thank God that I baptized
none of you except Crispus and Gaius, '3so that no one can say that you were baptized in my name. (I
did baptize also the household of Stephanas; beyond that, I do not know whether I baptized anyone
else.) "For Christ did not send me to baptize but to proclaim the gospel, and not with eloquent wisdom,
so that the cross of Christ might not be emptied of its power. '8For the message about the cross is
foolishness to those who are perishing, but to us who are being saved it is the power of God.

Alleluia Dakota Road p. 128

Gospel Reading: Matthew 4:12-23

(After the reading is announced: C: Glory to you, O Lord.)
2Now when Jesus heard that John had been arrested, he withdrew to Galilee. '*He left Nazareth and
made his home in Capernaum by the lake, in the territory of Zebulun and Naphtali, '*so that what had
been spoken through the prophet Isaiah might be fulfilled: '*‘Land of Zebulun, land of Naphtali, on the
road by the sea, across the Jordan, Galilee of the Gentiles— '°the people who sat in darkness have seen
a great light, and for those who sat in the region and shadow of death light has dawned.” '"From that
time Jesus began to proclaim, ‘Repent, for the kingdom of heaven has come near.” '8As he walked by
the Sea of Galilee, he saw two brothers, Simon, who is called Peter, and Andrew his brother, casting a
net into the lake—for they were fishermen. '?And he said to them, ‘Follow me, and I will make you
fish for people.” 2’Immediately they left their nets and followed him. 2! As he went from there, he saw
two other brothers, James son of Zebedee and his brother John, in the boat with their father Zebedee,
mending their nets, and he called them. *’Immediately they left the boat and their father, and followed
him. #*Jesus went throughout Galilee, teaching in their synagogues and proclaiming the good news of
the kingdom and curing every disease and every sickness among the people.

(After the reading, P: The Gospel of the Lord. C: Praise to you, O Christ.)
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