Holy Communion
+Words of Institution
+Lord’s Prayer
+Distribution Hymn  The King of Love My Shepherd Is
+Blessing

Benediction
Three-fold Amen
Closing Hymn  God Be with You, Till We Meet Again

Sending: P: Go in Peace, Serve the Lord!
C: Thanks be to God!
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Welcome! We are glad you are with us today!!
“If you do not have a church home, you are welcome here. If you would like to become
a member, contact any member or the church office.”

Sunday, April 21, 2024: 9:30 am Fourth Sunday in Easter

Prelude

Welcome/Announcements/Sharing of the Peace
Prayer of Confession  (inspired by Ephesians 4:1-16)

(All) God of unity and love,

place within each of us

a spirit of hope and community.
Have mercy upon us

when we speak without love

or act without humility.

Cleanse us with the living water of your grace.
Create in us willing hearts

to live in patience and gentleness.
Raise us up to be your children,
growing toward maturity

in faith and love.

Strengthen this church,

that we may be a model

of ministry and unity

for all the world to see.

In Christ’s name, we pray. Amen.

Opening Hymn  Christ the Lord Is Risen Today: Alleluia ELW #369  (vss 1,2,4)
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Prayer of the Day (All)

O Lord Christ, good shepherd of the sheep, you seek the lost and guide us into your
fold. Feed us, and we shall be satisfied; heal us, and we shall be whole. Make us one
with you, for you live and reign with the Father and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and
forever.

Amen.

First Lesson Acts 4:5-12
The next day [the] rulers, elders, and scribes assembled in Jerusalem, éwith Annas the high
priest, Caiaphas, John, and Alexander, and all who were of the high-priestly family. "When
they had made the prisoners stand in their midst, they inquired, “By what power or by what
name did you do this?” 8Then Peter, filled with the Holy Spirit, said to them, “Rulers of the
people and elders, °if we are questioned today because of a good deed done to someone who
was sick and are asked how this man has been healed, °let it be known to all of you, and to
all the people of Israel, that this man is standing before you in good health by the name of
Jesus Christ of Nazareth, whom you crucified, whom God raised from the dead. ' This Jesus
is  ‘the stone that was rejected by you, the builders;

it has become the cornerstone.’
12There is salvation in no one else, for there is no other name under heaven given among
mortals by which we must be saved.”

Second Lesson Ephesians 4:1-7, 11-16

1| therefore, the prisoner in the Lord, beg you to lead a life worthy of the calling to which you
have been called, 2with all humility and gentleness, with patience, bearing with one another
in love, 3making every effort to maintain the unity of the Spirit in the bond of peace. *There
is one body and one Spirit, just as you were called to the one hope of your calling, one Lord,
one faith, one baptism, ®one God and Father of all, who is above all and through all and in
all.

"But each of us was given grace according to the measure of Christ's gift. ' The gifts he gave
were that some would be apostles, some prophets, some evangelists, some pastors, and
teachers, *?to equip the saints for the work of ministry, for building up the body of

Christ, *until all of us come to the unity of the faith and of the knowledge of the Son of God,
to maturity, to the measure of the full stature of Christ. 1*We must no longer be children,
tossed to and fro and blown about by every wind of doctrine, by people's trickery, by their
craftiness in deceitful scheming. °But speaking the truth in love, we must grow up in every
way into him who is the head, into Christ, *from whom the whole body, joined and knit
together by every ligament with which it is equipped, as each part is working properly,
promotes the body's growth in building itself up in love.

Alleluia Verse Sanctuary Vol. 1, p. 158
Lord, prepare me to be a sanctuary, pure and holy, tried and true:
With thanksgiving, I’1l be a living sanctuary for you.

Gospel John 10:11-18

(Response after the announcement: Glory to you, O Lord.)

[Jesus said:] *1“I am the good shepherd. The good shepherd lays down his life for the

sheep. 12The hired hand, who is not the shepherd and does not own the sheep, sees the wolf
coming and leaves the sheep and runs away—and the wolf snatches them and scatters

them. ¥The hired hand runs away because a hired hand does not care for the sheep. 4l am
the good shepherd. | know my own and my own know me, *°just as the Father knows me and
| know the Father. And I lay down my life for the sheep. 1 have other sheep that do not
belong to this fold. I must bring them also, and they will listen to my voice. So there will be
one flock, one shepherd. *’For this reason the Father loves me, because I lay down my life in
order to take it up again. *®No one takes it from me, but I lay it down of my own accord. |
have power to lay it down, and | have power to take it up again. | have received this
command from my Father.”

(Response after the conclusion: Praise to you, O Christ.)

Children’s Sermon Beth Flier

Sermon “Every Part Working Properly” Pastor Greg Johnson
Hymn of the Day We Are Called ELW # 720
Prayers of the Church

Offering

(The children’s offering basket will be on the front steps of the church, so that they .

can in yet another way feel involved in Sunday worship)
Offertory Hymn Have No Fear, Little Flock ELW #764
Offertory Prayer

L: Risen One,

you call us to believe and bear fruit.

C: May the gifts that we offer here

be signs of your abiding love.

Form us to be your witnesses in the world,
through Jesus Christ, our true vine. Amen.
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