
Sermon                "Humble Service"                    Pastor Greg Johnson 
 

Hymn of the Day          Chief of Sinners Though I Be  ELW #609 (vss. 1,3 & 5) 
 

Prayers of the Church 
 

Offering  
(The children’s offering basket will be on the front steps of the church, so that they 

can in yet another way feel involved in Sunday worship) 
 

Offertory Hymn     Lord, Whose Love in Humble Service  ELW #712 (vss. 1-2 & 4) 
 

Offertory Prayer 
 

 

L:  God of power, God of plenty, 

C:  all things belong to you. 

We bring your gifts to the table, 

that all might be fed. 

Form us into the body of your Beloved, 

Jesus Christ, our Savior. 

Amen. 
 

Holy Communion 

 +Words of Institution 

 +Lord’s Prayer   

 +Distribution Hymn              Blessed Assurance        ELW #638 

 +Blessing 
 

Benediction 
 

Three-fold Amen 
 

Closing Hymn        Go, My Children, with My Blessing   ELW #543 
 

Sending:  P:  Go in Peace, Serve the Lord!   

   C: Thanks be to God! 

 

 

 

 

 

(CCLI License #1137749) 

 

Beaver Valley Lutheran Church 

26214 484th Avenue   PO Box 128 Brandon, SD 57005-0128  

 website: www.beavervalleylutheran.org   Pastor: Greg Johnson  cell #605-940-5875 

e-mail: office@beavervalleylutheran.org    Ph. 605-582-3504 
 

Welcome! We are glad you are with us today!!   

“If you do not have a church home, you are welcome here.   If you would like to become 

a member, contact any member or the church office.” 
 

Sunday, October 1, 2023; 9:30 am                 Eighteenth Sunday after Pentecost 
               

Prelude 
 

Welcome/Announcements   
 

Confession and Forgiveness 
                    

P: In the name of the Father and of the ╬ Son and of the Holy Spirit.  

 C: Amen. 

P: If we say we have no sin, we deceive ourselves, and the truth is not in us.  

 C: But if we confess our sins, God, who is faithful and just, will forgive 

 our sins and cleanse us from all unrighteousness.  

P: Let us confess our sins,  

 C: Most merciful God, we confess that we are by nature sinful and unclean. We 

 have sinned against You in thought, word, and deed, by what we have done and  

by what we have left undone. We have not loved You with our whole heart; we  

have not loved our neighbors as ourselves. For the sake of Your Son, Jesus 

Christ, have mercy on us. Forgive us, renew us, and lead us, so that we may 

delight in Your will and walk in Your ways to the glory of Your holy name. 

Amen.  

P: Almighty God in His mercy has given His Son to die for you and for His sake forgives 

you all your sins. As a called and ordained minister of the church of Christ, and by 

His authority, I therefore declare unto you the entire forgiveness of your sins, in the 

name of the Father and of the ╬ Son and of the Holy Spirit.  

C: Amen. 
 

Opening Hymn            Children of the Heavenly Father   ELW #781 
 

 

 

about:blank
about:blank
about:blank


Prayer of the Day (All)  

God of love, giver of life, you know our frailties and failings. Give us your grace to 

overcome them, keep us from those things that harm us, and guide us in the way of 

salvation, through Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord. 

Amen. 
 

First Lesson   Ezekiel 18:1-4, 25-32               Mary Lee 

 
1The word of the LORD came to me: 2What do you mean by repeating this proverb 

concerning the land of Israel, “The parents have eaten sour grapes, and the children’s teeth 

are set on edge”? 3As I live, says the Lord GOD, this proverb shall no more be used by you in 

Israel. 4Know that all lives are mine; the life of the parent as well as the life of the child is 

mine: it is only the person who sins that shall die. 

 25Yet you say, “The way of the Lord is unfair.” Hear now, O house of Israel: Is my way 

unfair? Is it not your ways that are unfair? 26When the righteous turn away from their 

righteousness and commit iniquity, they shall die for it; for the iniquity that they have 

committed they shall die. 27Again, when the wicked turn away from the wickedness they 

have committed and do what is lawful and right, they shall save their life. 28Because they 

considered and turned away from all the transgressions that they had committed, they shall 

surely live; they shall not die. 29Yet the house of Israel says, “The way of the Lord is unfair.” 

O house of Israel, are my ways unfair? Is it not your ways that are unfair? 

 30Therefore I will judge you, O house of Israel, all of you according to your ways, says the 

Lord GOD. Repent and turn from all your transgressions; otherwise iniquity will be your 

ruin. 31Cast away from you all the transgressions that you have committed against me, and 

get yourselves a new heart and a new spirit! Why will you die, O house of Israel? 32For I 

have no pleasure in the death of anyone, says the Lord GOD. Turn, then, and live. 
 

Second Lesson    Philippians 2:1-13 
1If then there is any encouragement in Christ, any consolation from love, any sharing in the 

Spirit, any compassion and sympathy, 2make my joy complete: be of the same mind, having 

the same love, being in full accord and of one mind. 3Do nothing from selfish ambition or 

conceit, but in humility regard others as better than yourselves. 4Let each of you look not to 

your own interests, but to the interests of others. 5Let the same mind be in you that was in 

Christ Jesus, 

 6who, though he was in the form of God, did not regard equality with God 

  as something to be exploited, 

 7but emptied himself, taking the form of a slave, 

  being born in human likeness. And being found in human form, 

  8he humbled himself and became obedient to the point of death— 

  even death on a cross. 

 

 9Therefore God also highly exalted him and gave him the name that is above every name, 

 10so that at the name of Jesus every knee should bend, 

  in heaven and on earth and under the earth, 

 11and every tongue should confess that Jesus Christ is Lord, to the glory of God the Father. 

 12Therefore, my beloved, just as you have always obeyed me, not only in my presence, but 

much more now in my absence, work out your own salvation with fear and trembling; 13for it 

is God who is at work in you, enabling you both to will and to work for his good pleasure. 
 

Alleluia Verse        Lord, Keep Us Steadfast in Your Word   ELW # 517 (vs. 1) 
 

Gospel          Matthew 21:23-32 

(Response after the announcement: Glory to you, O Lord.) 

23When [Jesus] entered the temple, the chief priests and the elders of the people came to him 

as he was teaching, and said, “By what authority are you doing these things, and who gave 

you this authority?” 24Jesus said to them, “I will also ask you one question; if you tell me the 

answer, then I will also tell you by what authority I do these things. 25Did the baptism of John 

come from heaven, or was it of human origin?” And they argued with one another, “If we 

say, ‘From heaven,’ he will say to us, ‘Why then did you not believe him?’ 26But if we say, 

‘Of human origin,’ we are afraid of the crowd; for all regard John as a prophet.” 27So they 

answered Jesus, “We do not know.” And he said to them, “Neither will I tell you by what 

authority I am doing these things. 

 28“What do you think? A man had two sons; he went to the first and said, ‘Son, go and 

work in the vineyard today.’ 29He answered, ‘I will not’; but later he changed his mind and 

went. 30The father went to the second and said the same; and he answered, ‘I go, sir’; but he 

did not go. 31Which of the two did the will of his father?” They said, “The first.” Jesus said to 

them, “Truly I tell you, the tax collectors and the prostitutes are going into the kingdom of 

God ahead of you. 32For John came to you in the way of righteousness and you did not 

believe him, but the tax collectors and the prostitutes believed him; and even after you saw it, 

you did not change your minds and believe him.”  
(Response after the conclusion: Praise to you, O Christ.) 
 

Special Music  Jesus Loves Me                 Beaver Valley Sunday School Choir 
 

Bible Presentation / Children’s Sermon          Pastor Greg Johnson 
 

3 year olds – Meredith Albers, Graceyn Dede, Caleb Fender, Asher Loman, Charlotte 

Waldner 
 

3rd Grade – Phoenix Gross, Abe Haak, Dashel Halbersma, Lincoln Kiefer, Logan Schmidt

   
 


