
 

 
Our Mission Statement: To GATHER as God’s family, To GROW in Grace, To GO in   

      Faith, Love & Service 
               
                

 
 

  
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  THE TIDINGS:  A monthly Newsletter for Family & Friends of Beaver Valley            July 2020 

 

JULY NEWSLETTER 

Outdoor Mid-week Worship – Every Wednesday in July, 7:00pm 

New Zoom coffee hour for July (Watch for new Zoom invite information 

in Mid-week Emails) – Sunday mornings, 8:30am-9:30am  

Worship Service in Church Sanctuary / Fellowship Hall  
- Sunday, July 5th, 9:30am 

Special Meeting of the Congregation (Zoom Call)  
- Tuesday, July 7th, 7:00pm 

 
 



   “How Are We Doing?” 

    
óThe ñmutual conversation and consolation of brethrenò is one of the ways 

that Godôs gushing grace is made known.ô  Dr. Martin Luther, Smalcald 

Artile III  
 
 

 After our outdoor, Sunday morning Pavilion worship ended this past June 21, a member walked 

up to me and asked, “How are you doing?”  In normal days, the usual and quick response would be to 

answer that question by saying, “I’m doing just fine!”  But in these crazy days of changing headlines and 

competing ideas about what to do and not do, I really found myself needing to stop and think about how I 

was going to answer that question.  The truth is, I am doing o.k.  But, this prolonged drought in 

congregation-wide fellowship is forcing me into work that is less satisfying at best.  I don’t know how 

most of you are doing with remote worship, for instance.  So, until I know that better, I don’t really know 

how I am doing either. 
 

 On Tuesday evening, July 7th, at 7:00 p.m., the members of Beaver Valley Lutheran will have the 

chance to be together.  We will “gather” with the use of ZOOM conferencing, which allows folks to use 

their computer or tablets to join others via video, or to simply use your phone to call in and participate. 

(watch for the email invite that day for your live link into the video conference or simply call this number 

and enter this password to participate by phone: 1-312-626-6799, Password:  867727) 
 

 The Church Council has approved this mid-year informational meeting.  The call is intended to 

bring a greeting and really a solid update on where leadership thinks our congregation’s ministry is 

headed.  The call will begin with President Gary Parker’s greeting and opening prayer.  I will follow with 

some conversation about the spiritual gains and challenges that come with being apart for this length of 

time.  And our congregational treasurer, Stacy Soldatke will share the latest on where we are at with our 

collective support of our congregation as well as the roll that we are and can play in the life of the 

broader Church.  We trust that this meeting will be a good way to make sure that many from our 

congregation will leave the call with a shared sense of the health of the congregation. 
 

 But, as much as this July 7th meeting will be informational, I hope that it can also be devotional. I 

want my words to be a clear invitation to each member to pause and think hard when I ask you the 

question “How are you doing?”  Everybody’s life has been impacted in some way by the need to fight a 

virus.  Everyone has been apart from people they love and need. 
 

 Yes, we “need” to be together.  Even if you are the world’s perfect introvert, there is still a rich 

blessing that comes to a person when they extend and receive the “mutual consolation of the 

brethren/saints.”  This Luther-coined phrase is used to describe the work the Holy Spirit accomplishes 

when the members of a congregation are together in worship and fellowship. In fact, this spiritual reality 

is often referred to as the “third sacrament of the church” so important is being together. (Read Matthew 

18:20) 
 

 So, lots to pray over and talk about.  I hope that you can set aside a half hour of your time and be a 

part of our congregational meeting on July 7th, 7:00 p.m.  In advance of that call, a simple assignment 

from me to you is to ask yourself, “How am I doing?”   
 

       Together in confession and faith, 

 
 

       Pastor Greg Johnson 



Beaver Valley YOUTH 
 

Pre-school 
Time to start thinking about school! Small Wonders Preschool will be having an Open House from 1-3pm on 

Saturday, August 1st! We have an amazing year of preschool planned and also have considerations in place 

regarding COVID-19. We are so excited to bring another class of students into the amazing space we have at 

Beaver Valley Lutheran! School starts Monday, August 24th! For more information visit 

www.smallwonderspreschoolsd.com. 

 

Sunday School  “Early July Survey” 

Parents of Sunday School aged children….be ready for a phone call from one of our congregation’s Christian 

Education committee members.  Sometime in the first week of July you likely will receive a phone call during 

which will be asked to answer a few questions.  The survey questions will help guide the committee in making 

agreed upon Vacation Bible School and Sunday School plans. 

We pray for peace in our homes and especially a sense of belonging and safety for our children.     

Christian Education Committee Leader - Mandy Waldner 

 

http://www.smallwonderspreschoolsd.com/


 

Confirmation 

Rain or shine, in-person or remotely, we will be getting our 2020-21 confirmation class off and running on 

Wednesday evening, September 9th, at 6:45 p.m.  This night will be an organizational night in which we will 

welcome new 6th graders to the program as well as set up our 9th graders for their final piece of work with me 

prior to Confirmation Sunday, October 25.   Be watching for a late August letter full of information and forms.  

Hope to see you all in good health on September 9th.  Pastor Greg 

 

Sr. High 

A small group of this coming year’s Sr. High met for the first time in a long time out under the roof of the 

Pavilion on Wednesday evening, June 24th.  What did we do? 

¶ We checked in…”how are you all doing?” 

¶ We began to brainstorm about safe, outdoor events where we might be able to help restart the Sr. High 

program.  Probably the favorite idea…a b.b.q. movie night where we eat good food, before a movie out on 

a large screen in the pavilion, invite other youth groups, and end with a bonfire. 

¶ Also, what if we don’t have a National Youth Gathering?  Why not a Beaver Valley servant trip that can’t 

be canceled and would cost a lot less.  Folks will start looking into servant trip possibilities for the summer 

of 2021. 

¶ Next meeting…after chapel on Wednesday, July 29th. 

 



https://www.timeanddate.com/calendar/monthly.html?year=2020&month=8&country=1


Mid Summer Picnic Celebration! Sunday, June 21st 

 
 

 
     

WELCA 
 

Hello everyone.  Summer has officially arrived with hot and windy mixed with much needed rainfall.  Planning 

continues with our small group for the Sweet Corn Social event.  We will meet again in early July and bring in 

others to help us make a smart decision, given the current situation.  We will include Dale and Krista Hanson 

who graciously donate much of the garden goodies, and others to provide some insight into options and 

advertising.  I would love to hear from you if you have an opinion on the event.  I will relay the general plan in 

an email in July.   I do know we will need to be thoughtful of distancing and our community to provide a safe 

environment.   

I will try to have a Zoom meeting for our regular WELCA meeting on Monday July the 6th.  I will send out an 

invitation in the next couple of days.  If you aren’t able to join by computer simply select the dial in phone 

number.   It should be a fairly short meeting.   I will begin it at 7 pm.  I am hoping a Monday night will work for 

everyone.  Please consider attending.    

The church wide gathering of food and monies for the Brandon Food Pantry was very successful.   Thank you 

so much for your generosity.  It was very appreciated.  We donated 286# of food and $400 in cash and gift 

cards.   What an amazing project for a community in need. 

I do not have much more to offer.   Please stay safe and be aware of difference in choices made by others.   Be 

respectful and most of all loving to all. 

 

Sue 



CHURCH COUNCIL  

June 11, 2020 

 

Attendees: Dan Feeken (2nd Term–2021)    Gary Parker (2nd Term – 2021) 

 Derek Hanson (1st Term–2021)    Corey Maunu (1st Term-2021) 
 

 Bruce Bonander (2nd Term-2023)  David Schnabel (1st Term – 2022) 

 Sue Johannsen (2nd Term-2023)  Kathy Reisenweber (2nd Term-2022) 

 Linda Wingate (1st Term – 2023)       Michael Gross (1st Term – 2023) 
 

 Rick Bonander (1st Term- 2022)   Stacy Soldatke (Treasurer) 

 Kevin Petterson (2nd Term-2022)     Luke Feeken (Youth Rep.) 
          

  Pastor Greg Johnson 

 
 

Call to Order: Gary   
 

Devotions and Treats:  Sue 
 

Absent:  Corey and Luke 
 

Approval of prior meeting minutes: 

MMSC: Motion to approve May Minutes was made by Dan and seconded by Sue. 

Motion carried.  Correction to May 14th meeting – David was present but was recorded as absent. 
 

Approval of Treasurer’s Report:  Stacey presented an overview of the report.  Offering is looking good for  

the year.  Quarterly Insurance amount of $3,000 was paid in May.  Discussed pros and cons of applying for 

forgiveness on the PPP loan.  Rules continue to change which makes it more challenging. 

MMSC: Motion to approve the May Treasurers report made by Kevin and seconded by Pastor. 

Motion carried. Treasurer’s Report is available for viewing in the Church Office.   
 

Business:  

¶ July Zoom Whole Congregation Meeting (Health of Beaver Valley) – July 7th – It was decided to  

hold a Zoom congregational meeting to discuss the Health of Beaver Valley and review what’s  

happening.  Gary will open the meeting.  Pastor will discuss our worship life and health.  Stacy 

will give an overview of the treasurer’s report. 

¶ Alliance Communications contract options -After some discussion on the options available Kevin 

made a motion to sign a 60-month contract with Alliance.  Michael seconded.  Motion passed.  This 

will give us a 20% discount on the current rate. 

¶ Midsommer will be June 21st at 10:30 AM.  After Chapel we’ll have a picnic with music by Steve 

Stadem.  Motion made by Sue to pay Steve $200 for providing the music.  Seconded by Rick.  Motion 

passed.  Church council will set-up/support.  Everyone is to bring their own meal. 

¶ Gary discussed the situation with the kitchen and needing a new water heater, a new breaker panel 

as the existing one is obsolete plus electrical work.    He has talked to at least five electricians to obtain 

an estimate of cost but only two would come to look.  He didn’t receive a bid from one and the other one 

gave an estimated cost of $2,979.   Sue reported that the Women’s Group has about $3,000 which they 

had planned to use in the kitchen.  She will talk to the women to see if they agree to use these funds for 

the kitchen water heater and electrical work.   

¶ Discussion on obtaining bids on a project costing over $1500.  With every attempt to receive at least 

three bids on a project can we look at changing the by-law to allow the council permission to  

approve if a unanimous vote.  Pastor Greg and President Gary Parker will write a draft of a bylaw 

change that will be considered by the full church council in July. (in preparation for presentation to the 

entire congregation in October.) 
 

 

COMMITTEE REPORTS: 
 



Cemetery Committee:  Council Assignment, Rick Bonander – The lawn is being kept up.  Thank you to Dave 

as he cut the branches on the pine tree as they were growing over the tombstone.  A hydrant will be installed. 
 

Church in Society: Council Assignment, Kathy Reisenweber – Acknowledged graduates with cards and gifts 

at the Outdoor worship last month. 
 

Education and Youth Ministry: Council Assignment, Derek Hanson and Corey Maunu – No decision on 

Vacation Bible School made yet.  Committee will meet Monday night. 
 

Evangelism and Outreach: Council Assignment, Linda Wingate – No report 
 

Media: Council Assignment, Bruce Bonander - Working on putting the Outdoor Worship service on Alliance.  

The sound system seems to be working good on the Web page. 
 

Personnel: Council Assignment, Dan Feeken, Brian Roberts, Kevin Petterson – No report  
 

Property: Council Assignment, David Schnabel, Bruce Bonander – Prairie Sons came out to check on a vent 

on the top of the chimney as they thought it was gone.  Dave rented a lift to check it out, but nothing needed 

fix ing as it is just a high velocity cap.  Dave took pictures of the bell tower, cut a screen, coated it and put it up.  

He trimmed branches around the garage.  Looking at options for the hydrant.  Steve Stadem is going to strip and 

restain the double doors. 
 

Stewardship: Council Assignment, Kevin Petterson - No report 
 

Worship & Music: Council Assignment, Pastor Greg Johnson – No report 
 

Beaver Valley Alive: Council Assignment, Steering Committee,  

Janet Andersen, Larry Johnson, Kevin Petterson - So many people worked on the Outdoor Worship area.   

There is still about $3,880 left to cover the remaining expenses.  Following is what is still owed: 

Labor to lay the stone: $1,000 

Electrical panel:           $4,000 

Electrical panel, inside the building:  $2,500 

Water hydrant:             $500 

WiFi:                            $957 

Other:     $1,500 

We are about $6,500 short but it was determined that the donations from the Bonander’ brothers would 

cover additional expenses. 
 

Beaver Valley Churchmen: Council Assignment, Pastor Greg Johnson – Will be meeting by Zoom through 

the month of June with no meetings in July. Challenging men to consider a deeper cause with a broader 

purpose. 
 

Beaver Valley Women: Council Assignment, Sue Johannsen – The committee has met to discuss the Sweet 

Corn Festival and realize that it cannot come together as in the past.  Planning on holding a Produce Sale on 

Aug. 16th.  Members can bring their potatoes, tomatoes, sweet corn, etc. and sell it in separate booths.  Perhaps 

having some entertainment too.  More information will follow.  Women took $450 in gift cards and 286 pounds 

of food to the Food Pantry. 
 

Pastor’s Report:  

¶ Worship Proposal – Pastor has proposed that we begin worshipping in the Sanctuary on July 2nd  

with the following stipulations:   

o Every other pew section blocked off 

o Worshippers wear masks 

o Recorded music only 

o Video in the Fellowship hall for those not comfortable in the sanctuary 

o Perhaps having coffee only – no other treats 



Motion made by Kevin to begin coming back to the sanctuary for our worship service.  Seconded by Rick.  

Motion passed. 

¶ We will still have our Wednesday evening outdoor worship  

¶ Sr. High Campfire night – June 24 

¶ New Members 

¶ Men’s Breakfast to resume at Tailgators in August 

¶ Media Teams – need help setting up 

¶ Baptism outdoors on Sat. July 25th 
 

 

MMSC: Motion to adjourn the meeting was made by David and seconded by Kevin. 

Motion carried. 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

               
Mission Support – Contributions This Period - $2,208 

Because of your Mission Support, your congregation’s ministry is carried forth in Christ’s name throughout our synod 

and the whole ELCA. Your continued generous support is absolutely vital to all the ministries that we undertake together. 

Thank you! Bishop Hagmaier, South Dakota Synod of the ELCA 

 

To my BVLC family,  

Thank you for helping me celebrate my graduation from the USD OT program. Your kind words and thoughtfulness have 

Elliot and I feeling the love from SD as we settled into our new town, Augusta, GA! Elliot starts his medical residency 

next week and I’m preparing for my board exam. We’re blessed to be part of the BVLC community, near or far.  

           - Kara Shroll Blue 

No aŜƴΩǎ .ǊŜŀƪŦŀǎǘ for the month 

ƻŦ WǳƭȅΦ aŜƴΩǎ .ǊŜŀƪŦŀǎǘ ǘƻ 

resume in August at Tailgators. 

 

Church Office Help Needed in 

August 
Kari will be on vacation August 11th – 20th. 

We need help in the office while she is 

gone. 

If you are able to help any days – mornings 

or afternoons, please let the church office 

know at 582-3504 or email at 

bvlcmedia@alliancecom.net  

Thank you! 

Shetek Quilt "Auction" 2020 

34th Annual Quilt “Auction” will be held online June 27th – July 4th. 

All the beautiful quilts and other donated items are in our camp store. Please visit online at 

https://shetek.org/store/ or visit our Facebook album at 

https://www.facebook.com/media/set/?set=a.10158714696303081&type=3 

Now, more than ever, Shetek is relying on our wonderful donors to support us during these 

difficult times.  Please consider buying a quilt/item to support the ministry at Shetek.  

 

mailto:bvlcmedia@alliancecom.net
https://shetek.org/store/
https://www.facebook.com/media/set/?set=a.10158714696303081&type=3


 
WORSHIP LEADERS JULY 2020  

WORSHIP LEADERS - JULY 2020 
 

JULY 5 JULY 12 JULY 19 JULY 26 

Greeters 

Upper: 

Larry & Ardell 

Johnson 

LeRoy & Virginia 

Pappenfus 

Georgia Backer 

Vivian Johnson 

Joel & Beth Flier 

Greeters 

Lower: 

Maxine Johnson 

Liberty Lenling 

Kathy Reisenweber 

Abigale Olesen 

Terry & Kate Brick Harlan & Linda 

Gjoraas 

Ushers: Lanny & Sylvia 

Benson 

Cory & Cherry Beck Jack Kloth 

Hunter Wright 

Kelly & Will Kruse 

Lectors: Harlene Drew Gary Parker Emily Backer Susan Kruse 

Children’s 

Sermon: 

Sarah Prohl Bruce Bonander Linda Wingate Sue Johannsen 

Communion 

Preparers: 

Mable Wilcox 

Sherry Peer 

NONE Mable Wilcox 

Sherry Peer 

NONE 

Communion 

Servers: 

Mike & Cheryl Hluchy 

Tom & Linda Wingate 

NONE Jim & JoAnn 

Keyser 

Dan & Tricia Steen 

NONE 

Communion 

Bread: 

Christy Johnson NONE Christy Johnson NONE 

Nursery: Eric Roberts Michael, Jessica & 

Titan Gross 

Ireland McPadden Mary Lee 

Media: Randy Berghorst Dan Feeken 

Lucas Maunu 

Luke Feeken David Vanden Hull 

Flags: Kevin Backer Dan Hanson Gary Parker Scott Rust 

Church Bell & 

Balcony Usher 

Marvin Burkman Marvin Burkman Marvin Burkman Marvin Burkman 

Offering 

Counting: 

Sue Johannsen 

Kelly Wright         

Marvin Burkman  

Kevin Backer    
Dale Hanson      

Dan Feeken          

Dave Schnabel 

Stacy Soldatke 

Note: If you are unable to serve on the date assigned or need to make changes to the schedule, please 

notify Bonnie Nelson at 605-582-2298 or call the church office at 582-3504 or swap dates with someone 

assigned to the same category.  Thank you. 



 

  Please pray for our members and 

Friends of B.V. on their special day! 

Zoey Berghorst 

Deanna Christensen 

Kendra Burkman 

Todd Dawley 

Cheryl Hluchy 

Kathy Dawley 

Marvin Burkman 

Anders Schubert 

Jack Sittig 

Wade Schroeder 

Alayna Porter 

Koen Wingate 

Pamela Casperson 

Scott Rust 

Emmett Keyser 

Lynne Bonander 

Terrence Brick 

Samuel Duin 

Madelyn Jensen 

Cody Josten 

(Knudson) 

Kylie Soldatke 

Emily Wright 

Carl Johnson 

Tricia Steen 
 

7/1 

7/1 

7/2 

7/2 

7/2 

7/5 

7/6 

7/6 

7/6 

7/7 

7/8 

7/8 

7/10 

7/11 

7/12 

7/13 

7/13 

7/13 

7/13 

7/13 

 

7/13 

7/14 

7/15 

7/16 

 

 

Rhett Kloth 

Lexy Sittig 

Roberta Tieszen 

Caylan Aichele 

Amy Johnson 

Donna Seiler 

Jennifer Sittig 

Josie Duin 

Kenneth Kuhnert 

Corey Maunu 

Cali Olesen   

Bruce Bonander 

Maia Aichele 

Teya Berndt 

Helen Jacobson 

Delmer Lafrentz 

Benjamin Swenson 

Lowell Johnson  

Sharon Nelson  

Gary Parker 

Lily Weber 

Alexander Porter 

O.M. (Lanny) Benson 

Rensie Haak 

Tyler Haeffner 
 
 

7/19 

7/19 

7/20 

7/21 

7/21 

7/21 

7/21 

7/23 

7/23 

7/24 

7/25 

7/26 

7/27 

7/27 

7/27 

7/27 

7/27 

7/28 

7/28 

7/28 

7/28 

7/29 

7/30 

7/30 

7/30 

  

  

  
 

  

Phone:  (605) 582-3504 

26214 484th Avenue  

Valley Springs, SD  57068  

PO Box 128  

Brandon, SD 57005  
 

OFFICE EMAIL:  

bvlc@alliancecom.net 
 

TIDINGS & BULLETIN  

CONTRIBUTIONS: 

bvlcmedia@alliancecom.net 
 

WEBSITE:  

www.beavervalleylutheran.org 
 

WEBSITE CONTRIBUTIONS:  

funkegirl@gmail.com 
 
 

BEAVER VALLEY  

STAFF 

Pastor Greg Johnson  

bvlcpastor@alliancecom.net 

Cell 605-940-5875 

(Pastorôs cell is his ósecond officeô ï feel 

free to call him  with any concerns at any 

time on his cell phone.)  

Church office 605-582-3504 
 

 
 

 

 

Gary Parker , Council President 

gparkerauto@yahoo.com 

Church office 605-582-3504 

Home 605-757-6339 

Kari Morgan , Church Office 

Church office 605-582-3504 

Monday-Thursday 8:30am - 3pm 

bvlc@alliancecom.net 

Ruth Tieszen, Organist 

ruthtieszen@hotmail.com 

Shelly Berg, Choir Director 

Shelly.Trisko@gmail.com 

Gingi Hanson, Choir Accompanist 

gingi@alliancecom.net 
Janet Andersen, Website Admin. 

 funkegirl@gmail.com 

 

 

 

 

mailto:funkegirl@gmail.com
mailto:bvlcpastor@alliancecom.net
mailto:bvlc@alliancecom.net
mailto:ruthtieszen@hotmail.com
mailto:Shelly.Trisko@gmail.com
mailto:gingi@alliancecom.net
mailto:funkegirl@gmail.com


JULY 2020  

  
1 

7:00p 
Outdoor 
Worship  

2 
 
NO Menõs 
Breakfast thru 
July  

3 
 
 

 4 

 

 

 

5 
 
8:30 a ð 9:30a Beaver Valley 
New  Zoom coffee hour for July  

 
9:30a Worship w/ Holy 
Communion  
 
(www.beavervalleylutheran.org   
Worship online anytime!)  

6 

7:00p 
WELCA 
General 
Meeting 
(Zoom ) 

7 

7:00p Special 
Meeting of the 
Congregation  
(Zoom  Call)   
 

8:00p Sweet 
Corn Feed 
Meeting 
(Zoom)  

8 

7:00p 
Outdoor 
Worship  

8:00 p 
Education 
Meeting  

9  
 
7:00p Church 
Council Meeting  
 
 
 
Pastor on vacation 
(9th - 14th) 

10 

 

11 

 

12 

8:30 a ð 9:30a  Beaver Valley 
New Zoom coffee hour for July  

9:30a Worship  
 
(www.beavervalleylutheran.org   
Worship online anytime!)  

13 
 

14 15 
 
7:00p 
Outdoor 
Worship   
(Guest Kari 
Sorenson)  
 
Pastor 
continuing ed. 
(15th ð 23rd) 

16 
 
 

17 

 

18 
 
 
 

19 
 
8:30 a ð 9:30a  Beaver Valley 
New Zoom coffee  hour for July  
 

9:30a Worship w/ Holy 
Communion  ð Guest Pastor 
Dennis Bosman  
 
Shetek Bible Camp 
(19th ð 24th) 
 

(www.beavervalleylutheran.org   
Worship online anytime!)  

20 
 
 

21 22 
 
7:00p 
Outdoor 
Worship   
(Guest Kari 
Sorenson)  

23  24 
 
Pastor 
back in the 
office 

25 
  
11:00am 
Graceyn Dede 
Baptism  

26 
 
8:30 a ð 9:30a  Beaver Valley 
New Zoom coffee hour for July  
 
9:30a Worship  

(www.beavervalleylutheran.org   
Worship  online anytime!)  

27 28 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

29 

7:00p 
Outdoor 
Worship  

 
 

 

30 
 
7:00p Womenõs 
Gather Bible 
Study  

  

 

http://www.beavervalleylutheran.org/
http://www.beavervalleylutheran.org/
http://www.beavervalleylutheran.org/
http://www.beavervalleylutheran.org/

