
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Our Mission Statement: To GATHER as Godôs family, To GROW in Grace, To GO in Faith, Love & Service 
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  In the face of death,   

   we Sing! 
 
    

 ñWinter just has to be over!ò someone said to me in the last days of April.  Winter was steady and 

lasting and tried to keep spring from coming didnôt it? 
 

 ñAnother shootingò was the coffee cup conversation this past week.   (Another town, ripped by sorrow 

and questions as insanity attempts to rob the easy confidence of living that we are made to crave.)  
 

 ñI just donôt listen to the news anymoreò says a growing chorus of people who understandably want to 

just shut out the bad and focus upon the good. 
 

 What do we as the church do and say in the face of hardship, evil and death?  We do what the church, 

armed with an Easter Gospel, has always done:  We sing!  The poetry of this thought finds its beginning in Julie 

Aagesonôs book, Benedictions.  In the twenty-second chapter, she writes: 
  

 ñWe all know loss and fear, insecurity and vulnerability.  We all experience disappointment and the 

darkness that is part of life.  Weôre all acquainted with grief and sorrowéWhat is it that the church does in 

response to the darkness in life?  We sing.  We sing our gratitude for each other, for the gift of life, for green 

and growing things, for the seasons that come and go in a never-ending cycle of beauty and change.  We sing 

because we have choices for making the world a better place.  We sing because we know that death does not 

have the last word and we sing knowing that our voices are joined to the other voices, helping bear anotherôs 

sorrows and sharing anotherôs joy.  
 

  Even in the midst of unbearable suffering, we sing our thanks for the Churché.We sing because God is 

here among us, in each other, in the sorrows and the joys of life, in the broken places and in the darkness of 

death.ò   
 

 I sit down and write this short devotion after a three day trip to the Black Hills turkey hunting with 

family.  Out west of Custer, S.D., the last banks of snow were melting on the shaded ridges above the valleys.  

The pasque flowers were pushing up through the pine needle mat (and even some pushing up through snow!).  I 

sat and soaked in the warm sunshine and I gave thanks for a spring day that was wiping out winter!  My heart 

sang praises for faith-filled family and friends who have been gifted spring days on the other side of cold, dark 

days.   My spring inspired song became a prayer for our many children who we know must hear the Jesus story 

so that they can live and sing in this broken world, too.   
 

 It seems to me that a month like May is as good a time as any to remind one another that ñGod is here 

among usò and keeping us alive and giving us reason to keep singing in this world no matter what death might 

try and send our way!   
 

       Blessings, 

 

        

       Pastor Greg Johnson 

        
  



 

May 1st, Tuesdays, 4:00 p.m. & 6:00 p.m. - Yoga classes ï Yoga meets two different times 

on Tuesday evenings with Beaver Valleyôs own Gingi Hanson. Through meditation, stretching and breathing 

techniques you will be led to a sense of peace and well-being. All are welcome. If you have questions, please 

contact Gingi at 582-6448.  
 

May 2nd, Wednesdays, 7:00 p.m. ï Adult Choir  
The Adult Choir will rehearse on the Wednesdays leading up to their last performance of the season (May 20th).  

Thanks to Shelly Berg and Gingi Hanson for their musical leadership of this faithful group of voices!   
 

May 3rd, Thursdays, 7:00 a.m. ï Menôs Breakfast at Tailgators   
Letôs keep going!  The good folks at Tailgators are getting this down.  Arrive at 7:00 a.m.; shortly 

thereafter breakfast orders are taken; then a short devotion; then food arriving usually by 7:30 a.m. 

Some are heading out to get to where they need to be going by 8:00 a.m.  Come and give it a try if you 

havenôt already!   

 

May 6th, Sunday, 10:35 a.m. ï Final Day of Sunday School / VBS Kickoff! 
This will be a fun day as we hear our children sing one more time, we learn some more about our early June 

Vacation Bible School and we say thank you to our Christian Education staff!   

 

May 10th, Thursday, 7:00 p.m. - Council Meeting 
The church council will meet to conduct monthly business on this second Thursday.  Members of Beaver 

Valley are always welcome to sit in on these meetings. Any business or concerns that you would like to 

present to the council should be made known to church council president, Kevin Petterson at any time. 
 

May 12th, Saturday, 9:00 a.m. -Small Group Book Club- Join us for a fun hour 

at Scooters in Brandon.  It is very informal and we meet monthly at 9 am on the second Saturday of the 

month.   Come suggest your favorite books and bring your friends.  (Donôtô have to read a book to 

attend.)  We look forward to seeing you there. 
 

May 17th, Thursday, 4:00 p.m. ï Budahl/Huntimer Wedding Rehearsal 
Our congratulations, prayers and best wishes are extended to Emma Budahl and Alexander Huntimer as they 

join in marriage over this weekend. 
 

May 18th, Friday, 7:00 a.m. Breakfast; 8:00 a.m. Start 

Bethany Meadows Foundation Curt Alberty Memorial Golf 

Tournament ï This is the 17h year for this 4-person Team Scramble.  Betting Holes, Putting 

Challenge and a Pin Prize on Every Hole. Lunch to follow tournament. All proceeds go the Bethany Lutheran Foundation 

to enhance the daily lives of our residents at Bethany Meadows and Bethany Home in Brandon and Sioux Falls. Cost is 

$400 per team. Beaver Valley would like to have 2 teams for this tournament so if you like to play golf this is a great event 

to be a part of!   Sign up your team NOW on the bulletin board! 
 
 

May 18th, Friday, 5:00 p.m.  

Budahl / Huntimer Wedding 
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May 19th, Saturday, 9:00 a.m. - Art Gathering - Bring your supplies and join other 

art enthusiasts on the 3rd Sat. morning of each month in the Fellowship Hall at 9am.  This is a great time 

for those who enjoy doing artwork-watercolor painting, acrylics, drawing etc. ï to gather to work on 

their projects and to learn from and inspire one another. Questions - call Sylvia Benson, 582-6795. 
 

May 20th, Sunday, 10:45 a.m. 

Honoring our Graduates 
After worship, we honor our five graduating high school seniors, Ryan Backer, Trevor Dean, Austin 

Holz, Will Kruse and Emily Roberts. Profiles sent in by our graduating seniors are featured inside 

this issue.  Please remember our graduates in your prayers as they plan their futures. 
                                       

May 27th, Sunday, 9:30 a.m. ï Memorial Weekend Worship 
We remember all of the faithfully departed on this Memorial Sunday.  We will pause to offer 

prayers for those who have and still serve in the armed forces.  
 

May 28th, Monday ï Memorial Day  
The Church office will be closed on this holiday. 

 

May 30th, Wednesday, 7:00 p.m.  

Mid -week Outdoor Worship Begins! 
To worship each week together is an essential part of faith.  Especially if you and yours are gone over 

weekends in the summer, why donôt you make Wednesday evening worship a part of your summer?  

Come as you are!  Bike out if you like!  Invite a friend.   
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Wednesday Night Worship  Begins May 30 th  

Beginning on Wednesday evening, May 30 th  and ending on August 29 th , 

Beaver Valley members and friends will gather for mid -week, outdoor 

worship. These devotional services will start at 7:00 p.m. and conclude 

around 7:30 p.m.   

 

 YOUR HELP is NEEDED!   Please sign up in the church hallway if 

you are willing to help provide  music, help with ushering and sound 

system setup, Holy Communion preparation and campfire lighting.  As 

well, Pastor Greg will be looking for òpulpitó help on three of the 

Wednesday evenings. 

          
  



Youth Ministry! 
 Thank you to the many adults who are gifting their time to train our children in the faith!  

The Youth Ministry bulletin board in the main hallway of the ministry unit, will be increasingly 

full of information regarding the happenings related to all ages of youth in our congregation as 

we head into a busy summer! 

 
 

Sunday, May 6th ï This will be a busy day for our Sunday School children. 
 

¶ Both our Angel & Junior Choirs will be singing during worship. 
 

¶ Final day of Sunday School for the season, BUT we are looking forward to 

Kick Starting Vacation Bible School! 
 

¶ Registration for V.B.S begins NOW!  For ages Pre-K thru 5th grade. Dates are Friday, June 8th ï 

Sunday, June 10th! Our theme this year is ñShipwreckedéRescued by Jesusò! Invite a friend to 

join us for a fun weekend!  

A registration form is included in the Tidings. 

 

  

 
 

 

  
 

 

 
 

 
 
 

  

      

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

¶ Thanks Derek for organizing the The April 28 th  Sr.  High night!  

¶ May 6 th  is the last Sunday School  hour for the Senior High.  

¶ The National Youth Gathering group continues to meet to build the team  

t hat will be going to Houston.  THANK YOU to those who are purchasing tickets for 

the Sunday evening, August 12 th  òThank You Banquetó (details in the church hallway)  
 

 
 

   
 

The Confirmation Year has come to a close as students and parents gathered in April to look 

back over a busy and good year for our nineteen 6th-8th grade confirmation youth. 

Part of what was talked about was the need to further grow our work with this important group of 

young adults.  For next year: 

¶ There will be nearly thirty confirmation students when we start the new year in September 

of 2018!   

¶ We will be looking for fifteen adults to become Guides for these youth.  Already some 

adults have said ñyes!ò to the work of sitting with two confirmation youth on Wednesday 

nights to work on faith together!  Pastor Greg teaches, the Guides lead their small two 

students in conversation about the theme for the night.   

¶ There will be more ñhands onò faith work in the coming year (everyone keeps listing our 

serving of a December meal at the St. Francis House as the highlight of the year). 
 

We also give thanks for the support of the congregation at the All Youth Benefit meal on April 29th.  

Money raised will help both SS children and confirmation youth attend bible camp this summer! 



V.B.S. Registration Form 
             (One Per Child)  

 

          Beaver Valley Lutheran Church 

            Friday, June 8th ï Sunday, June 10th 

                                      Pre-K thru 5 th grade 
 

 

  /ƘƛƭŘΩǎ ƴŀƳŜΥ ψψψψψψψψψψψψψψψψψψψψψψψψψψψψψψψψψψψψψψψψ/ƘƛƭŘΩǎ ƎŜƴŘŜǊΥ ψψψψψψψψψψψ 

  /ƘƛƭŘΩǎ ŀƎŜΥ ψψψψψψψ 5ŀǘŜ ƻŦ ōƛǊǘƘΥ ψψψψψψψψψψψψψψψψ [ŀǎǘ ǎŎƘƻƻƭ ƎǊŀŘŜ ŎƻƳǇƭŜǘŜŘΥ ψψψψψψ 

  Name of parent(s): _________________________________________________________ 

  Street address: ____________________________________________________________ 

  City: ________________________________________ State: ________ ZIP: ___________ 

  Home telephone: (_______) _________________________________ 

 tŀǊŜƴǘκŎŀǊŜƎƛǾŜǊΩǎ ŎŜƭƭǇƘƻƴŜΥ όψψψψ___) ________________________ 

 Home email address: ________________________________________________________ 

  Home church: ______________________________________________________________ 

 Crew number or name (for church use only): __________________________________________ 

  Allergies or other medical conditions: ________________________________________________ 

In case of emergency, contact: ___________________________________________           

Phone: __________________________________________________ 

                  Relationship to child: _______________________________________________ 

tŜǊƳƛǎǎƛƻƴ ǘƻ ǇƘƻǘƻŎƻǇȅ ǘƘƛǎ ǊŜǎƻǳǊŎŜ ŦǊƻƳ DǊƻǳǇΩǎ {ƘƛǇǿǊŜŎƪŜŘ ±.{ ƎǊŀƴǘŜŘ ŦƻǊ ƭƻŎŀƭ ŎƘǳǊŎƘ ǳǎŜΦ   
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Congratulations to the   

 HIGH SCHOOL Graduating Class of 2018 
 

Ryan Backer 

Ryan graduates from Brandon Valley High 

School on May 20th.  He plans to attend South 

Dakota State University in the fall. He is 

undecided on what his major will be. 
 

Parents are Kevin & Georgia Backer 

 

Trevor Dean 

Trevor graduates from Brandon Valley High 

School on May 20th.  He has enlisted in the 

Army and will be leaving for basic training 

July 16th to Fort Jackson, SC. His interest is 

to be an Allied Trade Specialist. 
 

Parents are Richard & Jennie Dean 

 

Austin Holz 

Austin graduates from West Lyon High 

School on May 12th.  He has received 

awards for his woodworking projects in high 

school, such as receiving best of show, and 

placing first in a High School Trade 

competition in Des Moines, Iowa. He plans 

on attending school after graduation for 

woodworking and cabinetry. 

Parents are Josh & Angie Holz 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Congratulations to the   

 HIGH SCHOOL Graduating Class of 2018 
 

Will Kruse  

Will graduates from Brandon Valley High School on  

May 20th. His post-graduation plans include traveling to 

Denver to view the Dead Sea scrolls, as well as traveling to 

Houston for National Youth Gathering. Will is the first 

student from Brandon to be accepted into the Augie Access 

program. Heôs looking forward to living on Augustana 

Universityôs campus, and experiencing college life to the 

fullest starting in the fall. 
 

Parents are Kelly & Susan Kruse 

 

Emily Roberts 

Emily graduates from Brandon Valley High 

School on May 20th. Emily will continue 

working at Hy-Vee this summer, and she will 

attend the National Youth Gathering in Houston 

in late June. This fall, she plans to attend South 

Dakota State University, majoring in Math and 

Secondary Education. 
 

Parents are Brian & Cathy Roberts 

 

 

Honoring our 
Graduates 

Sun. May 20th 

after worship 
 

-Church in Society- 


